I AM JESUS 2 – Light of the World
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a time you were afraid of the dark…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
God reintroduced Himself to Jewish slaves in Egypt; He said, “I AM who I AM.” Later God revealed Himself as a man named Jesus, and this man named Jesus, multiple times in your Bible says, “I AM.” Together we are studying the I AM statements of Jesus. Q- What was the I AM statement from last week? [I am the bread of life from John 6] Q- What is our I AM statement this week?

Q- What did God create on the first day of creation? [Genesis 1:3 – Light]
Perhaps we take “light” for granted. Q- What are some things we are able to do in the light that we are not able to do in the dark? Q- What are some things that are intentionally done in the dark, and why? 
Jesus says I AM the light of the world. Q- What does this mean to you? What do you think Jesus is declaring?
Jesus is declaring 2 strong things at once. #1 He is declaring Himself to be the I AM, the same I AM Who speaks in Genesis 1 when He creates the world. #2 Jesus is declaring Himself to be the Light that was created first. In one declaration Jesus makes it known He is the I AM creator, and the first of creation. #MindBlown  Q- How can Jesus be the creator and the first of creation simultaneously?
Jesus is like no one else. Jesus is the creator of the world and yet He has come and put on flesh through the incarnation. When you see Jesus you are seeing the creator who said “let there be light” and you are also seeing THE LIGHT. 

Jesus declared I AM the light of the world, but isn’t the world a dark place? Q- If Jesus is the light of the world, then why is the world so dark? Q- Can darkness defeat light?

Francis of Assisi said “All the darkness of the world cannot extinguish the light of a single candle.” A single light source can defeat darkness; however Jesus adds an important requirement to experiencing His light. Q- What does Jesus say we need to do to “never walk in darkness, but have the light of life?” [John 8:12]
Jesus says “WHOEVER FOLLOWS ME will never walk in darkness, but have the light of life.” We must follow Jesus. We live in a time where the majority of Americans claim to be Christians, but our culture looks less and less like a Christ following culture. Q- Describe what it means to follow Jesus.  Q- Describe what it means to have the light of life. Q- How has Jesus shined light into your life?

Is possible to “claim” to walk in the light but not actually walk in the light? Why do people do this? Does any of our scripture address this? [1 John 5:6 & 8 – We should also point out the response verses 7 & 9] 
Jesus is the “I AM.” We should walk with Him.  Jesus is the “Light of the World.” We should walk so close to Him that our world is filled with light.  If we our world seems dark today, it may be that we are distant from the Jesus the “I AM.”
DO NOT gloss over these words but feel the warning and challenge of these words. We need to be desperate about being closer to Jesus. Have we become comfortable with darkness? Do we feel “ok” because we claim a distant light source, or are we actively walking with Jesus and seeing Him push back all the darkness? 

Internal Question- Jesus is the I AM that is the light of the world. Do you believe this? Are you experience the light or the dark? Are you walking with Jesus or just claiming to walk with Jesus? Have you become comfortable with the darkness? What things have you become comfortable doing that you need to repent of right now? Have you grown distant from Jesus? Will you ask Him to separate the darkness and the light in your life?  {PRAY}
VISION- Jesus is the I AM that is the light of the world. Whoever follows Him will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Genesis 1:3-5 (NIV) And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
Exodus 3:14 (NIV) 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’”
John 8:12 (NIV) 12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.”

14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going.
1 John 1:5-9 (NIV) This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.
John 1:4 (NIV) In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome (or understood) it.
VISION- Jesus is the I AM that is the light of the world. Whoever follows Him will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.
