Heaven (5 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something that you have always wanted to do?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
Over the past several weeks we have been discussing Heaven, and we are now closer to it than we were when we started this series.  That may sound dark, but it’s not.  It is good news.  Heaven is our home and our destination.  Jesus has gone there ahead of us to prepare a place for us.  That’s awesome.  Thank Him for that!
In previous weeks we talked about what Heaven will be like.  The Bible give us some descriptions of Heaven, but it is still very difficult for us to understand what Heaven will be like? 
Q- Why do we have a hard time understanding Heaven?
One of the main reasons we have trouble understanding Heaven is because it is so GOOD.  It is so good, that it is beyond our ability to imagine.  Think of the best thing you can imagine; Heaven is better than that.  How would we begin to describe to a baby in the womb what their life will be like after they are born?  In a way, we are just babies in God’s kingdom.

A popular misconception about Heaven is that it will be boring. Q- Why do people think this?
Heaven WILL NOT BE BORING!  Some people describe Heaven as a party. Q- How is Heaven like a party?
One of the main reasons people worry that Heaven will get boring is because it will last forever.  Anything, even a great party, could get boring if it lasted forever.  So, people worry that we will eventually run out of things to do in Heaven, and then we will be bored forever.  DO NOT WORRY!

It can be hard for us to wrap our minds around infinity and eternity.  Heaven will last forever, but we will spend eternity with an infinite God, who is infinitely good!  We will never run out of new things to discover about God.  God will never get boring, and so living with God will never get boring.

Confusion and worry about Heaven comes from a lack of understanding.  One way that we can begin to get a better understanding of Heaven is to begin to experience it firsthand. Now obviously, we can hop in a car or a space ship and go there (the new Heaven may not exist yet), but we can begin to experience Heaven right now.  In the first weeks of this series we talked about what Heaven is.  Heaven is God’s home; it is where He is enthroned.  At times Jesus talked about Heaven as if it were separate from earth, but that doesn’t tell the whole story.  We can begin to bring Heaven to earth.  Q- How do we bring Heaven to earth?  Q- What is that like?
Jesus told his disciples to pray that God’s will would be done on earth, as it is in Heaven.  When we submit our wills to God and seek to serve Him, we are making earth more like Heaven.  Prayer itself brings Heaven to earth.  In Heaven we will have unlimited access to God.  We have that now, through prayer.  Q- In Matthew 10, when Jesus sent out His disciples, what did He tell them to proclaim?  How was this true?

When we do the work of Christ and share the love of Jesus with others we are bringing Heaven to earth.

In fact, the Bible says that you are seated with Christ in heavenly realms. Eph 2:6 Q- What does that mean?

Jesus treasures us and holds us in His heart as we hold Him in ours.  Again we have access to God at any time, through Jesus.  And through the Holy Spirt living in us.
Jesus said, “The Kingdom of God is within you.”  If Heaven is where God lives and is enthroned, then couldn’t our hearts and our lives meet that description?  Start living out Heaven.  Work to bring Heaven to earth.  And you will begin to get a sense of how good Heaven will be.  Be excited about Heaven, it is near. 
Internal Q- Is God enthroned in your heart?  Are you excited about Heaven? 
Are you working to make earth more like Heaven?  {prayer}
1.
Vision:  This world is not our home.  Through Jesus we are citizens of Heaven.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in _________ with God
2. Grow in relationship with _____ _______
3. Grow in _______ and ________
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be ________. Everyone is ________ and we encourage all to share their _________.

We will not _______ or ________!  

We place _____ ______ as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the _________ of this Connect Group; therefore we will all __________ in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to __________ and arriving ___ _____.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on ______, Keep it _____, Keep all comments _________.

We will build confidence and ______ with each other and become __________.
What is _____ in here ______ in here. No ______!

Last but not least…  We will ______ ______ to our _______ _______!

MATTHEW 6:9-10 (NIV) This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

MATTHEW 10:7-8 (NIV) As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 
8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.

LUKE 17:20-21 (NKJV) Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation;  21 nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.”

EPHESIANS 2:4-7 (NIV) But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

MATTHEW 22:1-3 (NIV) Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 

JOHN 14:1-3 (NIV) “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.
REVELATION 21:4 (NIV) And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 “’He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

Vision:  This world is not our home.  Through Jesus we are citizens of Heaven.
