Heaven (3 of 5)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is you “dream job”?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
Q- Complete this phrase: Would you know my name if I saw you in ________.  We’re discussing Heaven.  More specifically, we’re discussing the new Heaven and the new earth where we will spend eternity with God.  In previous weeks we talked about what Heaven will be like.  But what will we be like?  Q- What is the common concept of what people look like in Heaven?  Describe the cartoon version of people in Heaven.   [halo, wings, harp, white robe or white clothes, usually look the same age as when they died]
Fortunately, we don’t have to base our beliefs on cartoons, we have access to the Word of God, which gives us the truth.  And the description of Heaven found in the Bible is better than the caricature of heaven presented on TV.  And the Bible tells us a little about what we will be like when we live in the new Heaven and the new earth.  It doesn’t give us a complete explanation, but it tells us enough to give us hope.
So what will we be like?  Jesus says we “…will be like the angels in heaven.”  Does that mean wings and halos and harps?  No.  We will not become angels.  Angels are a different creature.  In the same way, we will not be ghosts or immaterial spirits; we will have physical bodies. Q- How do we know we will have physical bodies?  What verses talk about a bodily resurrection? [Isaiah 65:22, Philippians 3:21, 1 Corinthians 15:42]
The new Heaven and the new earth will be a restoration of creation, and the new earth will have people on it.  Those people will be us.  In fact, the Bible tells us we will have new bodies that will be better than the bodies we have now.  Q- How will our resurrection bodies be better than our current bodies?
Our new bodies will not wear out, or get sick.  There will be no more disabilities or conditions that inhibit the way our bodies function.  No one will be blind, or deaf, or crippled.  No cancer. No autoimmune disorders.  And our new bodies will never die.  We will be imperishable.  Even better, it says we will be like Jesus.  
1 John 3:2 says “But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”
Q- How do we know Jesus was resurrected with a physical body? [Luke 24:36-43, firstborn/first fruit]
Q- Do you think we will be able to do miraculous things like Jesus did after the resurrection?

[The Bible doesn’t specifically say, but we are able to do miraculous things now through the Holy Spirit.]
Q- What age do you think our resurrection bodies will be?

The Bible doesn’t say if we will all be the same age or different ages, but our new bodies will not weaken with age, so someone who is ninety-nine will be just as able-bodied as someone who is in their twenties.
Q- Will we be married in Heaven?  Jesus says no.  The context of Luke 20:35 and Matthew 23:30 illustrates one of the problems that could arise if people were still married after the resurrection.  Marriage prefigures the relationship between Christ and the church; that preview will no longer be needed in Heaven.  However, we will still love each other as much, if not more than we do now.  We will love each other with a pure selfless love, as Jesus loves us, which is what our present marriages are meant to be.
The Bible does say that in the new Heaven and the new earth “The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.” (Isaiah 65:17)  Some people interpret this to mean that we will not remember our lives on the old earth.  Q- Do you think we will remember our lives before the resurrection?  What else could this passage mean? 
Our memories and our personalities are part of who we are.  In order for “us” to be resurrected, some part of who we are has to be maintained.  It seems possible that we will remember our past and we will have a better perspective or how God was glorified through everything that happened.  The previous part of Isaiah 65 talks about the corruption of sin in our present world; it is possible this could be the “former things” that will not come to mind.  Our minds will be renewed and be like Jesus, in that we will no longer be tempted to sin.
PRAISE GOD!  You can trust that our life in Heaven will be much better than our lives are now.

Internal Q-   Are you looking forward to Heaven?  Are you working to become more like Jesus now? {prayer}
1.
Vision:  This world is not our home.  Through Jesus we are citizens of Heaven.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with God
2. Grow in relationship with each other
3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 CORINTHIANS 15:35-38,42 (NIV) But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” 36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 42 So it is with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable;
1 CORINTHIANS 15:51-53 (NIV) Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.
PHILIPPIANS 3:20-21 (NIV) But our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.
LUKE 24:36-43 (NIV) While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?” 39 Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.” 40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of their great joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence.
LUKE 20:34-36 (NIV) Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels.  They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection.
ISAIAH 65:17,21-22 (NIV) See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 21 They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the work of their hands.
REVELATION 21:4 (NIV) “’He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”

Vision:  This world is not our home.  Through Jesus we are citizens of Heaven.
