Heaven (2 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Where is your home town or where did you grow up?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE   
SCRIPTURE
Q- Complete this phrase: All dogs go to ________.  We’re spending a few weeks talking about Heaven.  Heaven can be a confusing subject.  Q- Name some movies that present a picture of Heaven.  How do they depict heaven?  [Have examples ready: Heaven Can Wait – clouds; Bill and Ted’s Bogus Journey – white, sterile; What Dreams May Come – beautiful, lonely, etc…]
Obviously, these different presentations of “Heaven” vary widely, because they can be based on many different things.  We’re interested in what the Bible tells us about Heaven, because we place God’s Word as our highest authority.  Last week we discussed what heaven is.  In the Bible, the word “heaven” can refer to the sky.  Many people think heaven is where the souls of good people go when they die.  But really, Heaven is God’s home; it is where He is enthroned. And it is where He has prepared a place for us.
Q- Where is Heaven?  Last week we talked a little about where Heaven is.  It is often pictured as being in the sky.  The Bible doesn’t actually say where heaven is located right now.  The common belief among many of the authors of the Bible was that Heaven was located above the sky and above the stars.  We don’t know where Heaven is.  But we know where it will be.  The new heaven and the new earth will be united.  God will be here.  His dwelling place will be with us.  And so Heaven will be here.  That leads us to another question…

Q- When is Heaven?  Heaven is eternal.  Heaven exists right now, and it will exist forever.  But the Bible says the current Heaven will pass away and be replaced by a new Heaven.  This timeline can get confusing.  The Bible doesn’t give specifics, and it has caused some contention among believers.  Everyone wants to know what happens right after you die.  The truth is, we’re not sure.  But the Bible clearly shows that there will eventually be a new Heaven, and this is where we will spend the rest of eternity with God.  In this Connect Group series we will be focusing on this new Heaven.  
So, what will Heaven be like?  Clues and descriptions can be found throughout the Bible.  Some of the most detail can be found in the books of Isaiah and Revelation.  But these descriptions don’t sound like the picture of heaven we find in movies and TV.  Revelation talks about a city – the new Jerusalem – with streets of gold, gates of pearl, and the tree of life.  It is unclear if these details are completely literal or if some are symbolic.
Q- Either way, what do they tell us about the new Heaven?

There are several things we can learn from this description.  Heaven is beautiful. The things that are valuable in this life, like gold and jewels, are common in Heaven.  It is secure; it has walls and a foundation.  
Also notice that it is physical.  There is a new earth, with rivers and trees, and a city.  There isn’t just a gate and some clouds.  Heaven isn’t empty, and it isn’t boring.  People will build houses and plant vineyards.  “My chosen ones will long enjoy the work of their hands.”  You will have a physical body in Heaven.  We will talk about this more next week.  Q- Do you think there will be animals in Heaven? (Isaiah 65:25)
In Revelation 22:2 it mentions the “tree of life.” Q- Where else is the tree of life mentioned in the Bible?  What does that tell us about Heaven?

Revelation 22:3 says “No longer will there be any curse.”  The new Heaven and the new earth will be creation as it was originally intended, before the curse of sin.  All the things that entered the world because of sin will be gone: “There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain.”  Imagine life now, without any of the bad or painful things.  It will be even better than that.  And God is preparing a place there for us.  We should be looking forward to it.  And we should be preparing ourselves for it. Q- How can we prepare ourselves for Heaven? (By seeking after God.  By avoiding sin.  By being more like Jesus.  Through prayer.)
Internal Q-   Are you looking forward to Heaven?  Are you preparing yourself for Heaven? {prayer}
1.
Vision:  This world is not our home.  Through Jesus we are citizens of Heaven.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with God
2. Grow in relationship with each other
3. Grow in number and multiply
   This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group; therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules... Stay on subject, Keep it short, Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.
What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

ISAIAH 65:17-19 (NIV) See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. 19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more.
ISAIAH 65:21-22 (NIV) They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the work of their hands.
ISAIAH 65:25 (NIV) The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” says the Lord.

JOHN 14:1-3 (NIV) “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
REVELATION 21:1-4 (NIV) Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
REVELATION 21:21-25 (NIV) The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass. 22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there.

REVELATION 22:1-3 (NIV) Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.

Vision:  This world is not our home.  Through Jesus we are citizens of Heaven.
