Happy? 4 – Happy Money
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Talk about a time you thought a material possession would make you happy.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Are you a happy? That is an important question. Week 1 we said NO-thing makes you happy. Week 2 holiness and happiness are not oppositional. Last week talked about a plan for happiness. This week we are going to talk about happy money.
When it comes to our finances, most of us believe that happiness and money share a connection. For many happiness is determined by the amount of money one has acquired. If money hasn’t made us happy so far, it’s only because we don’t have enough yet. But if your goal is to find happiness, no amount of money will

ever be enough. It’s not about how much money you have; it’s about how you manage it.
Q- WITHOUT NAMING NAMES, Have you ever met someone who was happy despite having little money? If so, what stood out about that person? Q- Have you ever met someone who was un-happy despite having money? If so, what stood out about that person?
We have 3 statements that we want you to discuss.
Q- Giving will bring joy. What do you think of that statement? Q- Do we have trouble believing this? Why?
Q- The self-discipline of saving will bring peace. What do think of this statement? Q- Do we have trouble believing this? Why?
Q- Living debt free/ living on the rest of your income will bring freedom. What do you think of this? Q- Do we have trouble believing this? Why?
Money won’t make you happy, but money can contribute to your happiness if you manage it well. If you mismanage money it can contribute to unhappy chaos in your life. 

Q- Let’s be honest. Do we dream more about the hoarding of money, the blowing of money, or the proper use of money?

Godly principles like generosity and wisdom with money can help to bring us happiness. Being debt free removes obstacles to being happy. It is not the presence of money that makes us happy. Godly principles will bring us happiness if we will follow them. It is a happy moment to pay off that last credit card bill!
Q- How have you learned generosity? Tell us about that journey. Q- How have you learned to save money?

We are usually backwards on money. We think that a life filled with more money would be the best possible life. BUT the Bible tells us a life that is in love with money is a life that is headed into all sorts of evils. The love of money is the root of all evil. The love of money will never lead to happiness… It will lead to stealing, lying, murder, divorce, wickedness, greed, materialism, pride, envy… 
Q- Let’s get real. Is money a source of un-happiness for you? Let’s talk about it. Someone in this room has probably been where you are, and they have good advice. 
Could we repent of our money hang ups? Could we ask God to forgive us of trying to find happiness in our bank account? Could we strive to find happiness through God’s wisdom & generosity? Let’s pray. Let’s surrender to God and ask Him to bring change to us.
Internal Q- Are you money happy? Do we spend more time asking God for money than asking God how to properly use money? God, help us to be generous. Help us to be wise and self-disciplined. We repent of trying to be happy through money. God, you make us happy. {Pray}
{Group Prayer – take a few requests}
VISION- The presence of money does not make us happy. How are you doing with money? Need help? There are people in this group who have been where you are now. Reach out.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Chronicles 29:9 NIV
The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and wholeheartedly to the Lord. David the king also rejoiced greatly.
Acts 20:35 NIV

…remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”
1 Timothy 1:7 NLT
For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.
VISION- The presence of money does not make us happy. How are you doing with money? Need help? There are people in this group who have been where you are now. Reach out.
