Gospel of Love - Eros(2 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  My favorite thing about Valentine’s Day is…?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Welcome to week 2 of the Gospel of Love series.  Last week we talked about the Hebrew word for love - Ahab. This word is broad in its use, meaning, we can show a level of care and affection for virtually anyone. While the Hebrews had 1 word for Love, the Greeks on the other hand had 4 separate words for Love.  Tonight we are talking about the Greek word Eros.
Eros love can be a tricky subject, but it’s appropriate we talk about it this month because Eros was a character in Greek mythology. Perhaps you know him better by his name in Roman mythology - Cupid.

Q- Who is Cupid? What does he do?

“Eros” love is sometimes translated as “romantic” love.  It is meant to imply a strong, sudden, passionate love.  The Greek word “Eros” is where we get words like “Erotic.” The Greeks viewed this kind of love almost like a kind of madness.  It is where they got the idea for Cupid’s arrow; it strikes suddenly and is overwhelming.  It’s almost like a madness that overtakes someone…
Q- What are some mad, crazy, and stupid things people might do because of Eros Love?

Q- How does Eros love differ from Ahab?
It turns out that the Greek word “eros” is never used for “love” in the Bible.  The Hebrew word Ahab is very broad in use and can be shown to anyone, but Eros love is narrow and situational.
Q- What’s so bad about situational love?  (Situations change)
Q- Do you think our culture is affected by eros love? Why do you think?
Q- Is it possible that our culture celebrates Eros love? How?

The Bible repeatedly warns us not to fall into sin by making decisions based on eros love.  King David’s affair with Bathsheba is a prime example of what can happen if we give-in to our passions.  Eros love can be a strong force; sudden and hard to resist.  King David was “a man after God’s own heart” and even he fell under its madness.  Some people don’t even try to resist.  They think all love is good, and most often, love feels good.  Our culture tends to present love as some external force that cannot be stopped.  The Bible says “God is love.” But C. S. Lewis wisely points out that this does not mean all “Love is God.”  
Q- All feelings of love do not bear equal weight, nor do they all require our surrender.  Do you agree and why?

Q – How does someone “Guard their heart”?  What does that mean? Why is it important?
The Bible warns us that our feelings can deceive us.  When it says “guard your heart” it doesn’t mean protect your feelings... It means be careful about the feelings that you give yourself over to!  Don’t give your heart to anything that will get you or others into trouble.  Really, that’s not the kind of “love” that God is.  We don’t always have control over our emotions, but we do have control over how our emotions direct our actions.
Q- Having said all that, is “eros” love bad? What do you think?
“Eros” is passionate, intimate love.  There are places in the Bible that warn that eros love can get us into trouble, but eros is never defined as bad or sinful love. Eros love is a part of a healthy relationship; it just shouldn’t be the inspiration for our relationships.
Internal Q- Am I being driven by Eros love? Do I need to rethink romantic love? Ask God’s help. {Prayer}
Vision: Eros love is all around us, and it’s strong.  It can be positive or negative.  It is not the true Expression of Love… in the end it is narrow and situational. Let your love be broad this week.  #LoveIsBroad
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?
Proverbs 28:26 (NKJV) Whoever trusts in his own heart is a fool, but whoever walks wisely will be delivered. 

Proverbs 4:23 Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from it. 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.

