Game Changer 2 - Persevere
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Finish this sentence. I’m not giving up on …
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Hello Connect Group. We are in the 2nd week of our Game Changer series.  Q- Does anyone remember what a game changer is? 

A game changer is a sports play that changes the momentum and ultimately the outcome of the game. In 2019 we could use a Game Changing play from God’s play book – The Bible.
Last week we talked about service. Tonight we are talking about perseverance. Q- What is perseverance & why is it a game changer? 
Q- Tell us about a time you almost gave up. What kept you from quitting?

Q- Share a time that you quit and you regretted it. What happened?
Quitting is sometimes good. Q- Tell us some good things to quit.  Q- How can we tell when to persevere and when to quit?

Knowing when to quit & when to press on requires wisdom. There are times where quitting is beneficial. If by quitting, you are better off, healthier, in an improved position to excel, then perhaps you should quit. But if by persevering you grow as a person, then it would be wise to not quit. Q- What are some things that scripture says is produced by perseverance? (Romans 5:4 – character & hope)
Perseverance should produce character & hope.  Anything that does not produce character & hope is something you should not hesitate to quit. 

Q- Who in your life is a role model for perseverance?

We are blessed to have models of determination. Of course the greatest model of perseverance is Jesus Christ. Let’s read Hebrews 12 again…  Verse 3 tells us to consider him who endured. Jesus endured so much. Q- Let’s name some of the things that Jesus endured.

He endured it all for you. He has always persevered for you. Jesus has never quit on you, and God’s Word says we should consider him who endured. Instead of thinking about our current struggles, let’s consider Christ.

We are going to worship with a song. As we do, I want you to consider Jesus. Let’s worship. 

***[PLAY AT THE CROSS] ***
Jesus endured. You can endure.

Internal Question- Have you been tempted to give up. Is that what you should do, or should you persevere? Will you consider Jesus who endured all for you. Will you renew your efforts to persevere? What needs to change in your life? {PRAY}
VISION- Jesus endured. You can endure. Perseverance is a game changer.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Hebrews 12:1-3(niv)Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,  

2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  

3 (NIV2011) Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  
Romans 5:3-4(niv) …we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  

4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.  
VISION- Jesus endured. You can endure. Perseverance is a game changer.
