From the Beginning 6 – Life of Purpose
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  I have never understood why…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
We have been studying God’s plan from the beginning by studying the first chapter of Genesis. Q- What day of creation did God create man?
On the 6th day God created Adam. For this reason the number 6 in scripture is used to symbolize mankind and human weakness. Q- Can you think of an important Bible number that uses the number 6?

The beast, anti-christ, satan, will be known by a name that is the number six hundred & sixty six - 6,6,6. These 3 sixes act like an elevation of mankind, much like humanism has risen in our culture and exalts mankind above the creator. We aren’t here to talk about the anti-christ, instead we ask this question.. Q- Why did God choose to make man on day 6? Why not Day 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5? Why did God choose day 6? 

Mankind was created on day 6, but this is not to say that mankind is less important. It is exactly because of our importance and priority to God’s plan that He waits to create us. God created light on day 1... had He created man on day 1, Adam would have just been standing around in the dark. What would be the purpose of that? God separated land and water on day 2, if he would have created man, Adam would have just been treading water. Day 3 God made the atmosphere. Adam would have had to hold his breath on this day. Day 4 Creation would have lacked the beauty of the heavens... Day 5 would have lacked animals in the sky and animals in the sea...   

God waited to create mankind, because there were other things we needed him to create first. God created things that we would needed to survive and to thrive. Among the things we need is Purpose. Q- Did God create things for man’s purpose in the days of creation? [Genesis 1:26-30] 

Q- God created our purpose before He created us. How important is it to God that we find purpose? 

God does not do anything, create anything, or say anything without purpose. God created you purposefully. Q- What does Ephesians 2:10 have to say about this topic of purpose?  

God created us, we are his handiwork, yet before God created us He created “in advance” good works for us to do.  Doing these good works is finding your purpose. Q- Has anyone here ever found their purpose? Have you ever done one of the works that the creator prepared in advance? Tell us about it.  

Our scripture in Genesis 2:4-6 is often used by people to say that there is a contradiction between chapter 1 & 2. Genesis 1 clearly says that God created plant life before he created mankind and Genesis 2:4-6 seems to say that God did not create plant life until it would rain and until man was present to till the ground. 
Q- What do you think about this? Is this a contradiction?  

Pastor Chris Fluitt’s thoughts: “I have struggled with how to interpret this verse. It is ok to struggle with scripture by the way! On its face it does seem to be a contradiction, but let me offer you another interpretation. Genesis 2 is NOT a re-telling of the creation story, rather chapter 2, is as verse 4 calls it – a history, a genealogy, a progression of that creation. The Hebrew word here is the same word for “generations” as in “here is the generations of Adam” and then scripture names the genealogy and progression of Adam’s family line.  

There were indeed plants already created. Vegetation came on day 3. Yet this verse mentions specific plants & herbs. It says plants OF THE FIELDS & herbs OF THE FIELD. These plants & herbs of the field variety were created in the mind of God, yet would not “grow” into our reality until 2 conditions were met - #1 rainfall #2 a person to till the ground. This is another example of God creating a purpose in advance. The plant that has not yet sprouted forth is according to God, already created, but is waiting for other events to meet its purpose. 

Q- Ok Bible scholars, make a Sunday School teacher smile and tell us, when does the rain fall for the first time? (The flood/Noah & the Ark story) 

These verses in Genesis 2 tell us that different field variety plants would come after God caused it to rain. These field plants needed more than mist to survive. This is the only interpretation I can think of that does not contradict chapter 1. It ultimately shows us a sovereign God who has created things we have not yet seen spring up. -Pastor Chris Fluitt 

Q- What would you tell someone who does not know their purpose or does not believe they have one? 

Internal Question- God creates life on purpose. You are His handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works he has created in advance for you to do. Do you believe this? Are you seeing your purpose? Are you doing the good work? When was the last time you asked the Creator to show you his plan?   {PRAY}
Vision – God creates life on purpose! Live on purpose!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Genesis 1:26-30(NIV) 26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth 

and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good!

Genesis 2:4-6(KJV) 4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. 6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground.
Ephesians 2:10(NIV)For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Revelation 13:18(NIV) Here is wisdom. Let him who has understanding calculate the number of the beast, for the number is that of a man; and his number is six hundred and sixty-six.

Vision – God creates life on purpose! Live on purpose!
