From the Beginning 5 – The Beginning Example
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is your earliest memory?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
We have been studying God’s plan from the beginning by studying the first chapter of Genesis. Q- What does the word Genesis mean?

The word Genesis means beginning or origin. The Hebrew word for Genesis is the first word in your Bible. The word Beresheet (Beh-rah-sheeth) is translated "in the beginning." This Hebrew word is both the name of the first book of the Bible and also the first word. The book of Genesis is a book of the beginning.
Q- Beginning of what?

The book of Genesis is almost the beginning of everything. It is the beginning of creation, the earth, plant life, animal life, human life... It is the beginning of scripture, and every bible theme & doctrine finds its genesis in Genesis, as well. Sacrifice, the importance of blood, covenant, the messiah, forgiveness, Sabbath... this and more finds it's beginning in Genesis. ALMOST everything finds its beginning in Genesis. Q- Can you name one thing that does not begin in Genesis? (I can only think of one thing...)

Genesis is NOT the beginning of God. As we discussed earlier in this series, God is before the beginning. He is "before all things (Col 1:17). This can be hard to wrap your head around and we have in this series had more than one question about it.  I want you to think about a blank painting canvas. It is completely blank and there is nothing created on the canvas. A painter comes along and creates art on the canvas. God is the painter and we are God's canvas. The painter is greater than the canvas. The creator is greater than the created.

We have to accept that God is greater than us. If the painter says He has no beginning, who is the canvas to question the painter? Genesis is the beginning of ALMOST everything... everything but God.

Q- It is the year 2021, why is it important that we study & understand the beginning? What is the benefit?  Q- Since the first 7 days of creation, has the world progressed or regressed? What do you think?

Genesis 1 had no murder, divorce, war, stealing, lying, hatred, lust. God looked at all he made in Genesis 1 and said it was "very good." When we compare this to our world today there is no doubt that things have not progressed, but have regressed. Genesis 1 offers us a good example to look to. Q- Does anyone in scripture hold up the beginning as an example to emulate? (Jesus in Matthew 19) 

In Matthew 19 the religious leaders were talking about divorce and remarriage. In their argument they were pointing to the culture around them and at the law of Moses. Jesus points them all the way back to the beginning as the true example of what God desires from us.

This is why the beginning is so important. God created in the beginning and it was very good. Our world today is not very good! We need to return to Genesis 1. All false religions teach that man needs to become good... that is base premise, that we need to self-improve until we are like God. That is the opposite of the Genesis account.  God created us perfect & good and then we fell into sin. This is the Genesis story.

When pointing to the perfect example we can point to the beginning... and Jesus declares that He is the beginning. False religion teaches man to become God, but the Bible teaches God becoming a man named Jesus. Through Jesus not only are we created, but we are recreated. Jesus is the beginning we must all point to. He is the perfect example we are meant to emulate.
Internal Question- Is Jesus your beginning? Do you believe that He is the perfect example? Do you believe Jesus is the creator?  Is Jesus your RE-creator? Are you trying to become good, or are you asking the Lord to recreate you and give you a new beginning?  {PRAY}

Vision – Jesus is the beginning. He is very good.

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Genesis 1:31(niv) 31 Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was very good!


Matthew 19:3-4 & 8(NIV) 3 Some Pharisees came to Jesus to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason?” 4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female...’ 
8 “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.
Vision – Jesus is the beginning. He is very good.

