From the Beginning 4: Son Light
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is a subject that is hard for you to understand?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
We have been studying God’s plan from the beginning by studying the first chapter of Genesis. This is an important study because what God does in the beginning, He is still doing today. We have learned about the beginning, and how God is before the beginning. We have looked at God’s purpose in creation and how it speaks to His purpose for us. This week we are going to look at something a little controversial.

Q- What is physical darkness like? What are some things you do in physical darkness?
Q- What does God create on day 1? (Light) Q- What does God create on day 4? (Lights in the sky, sun, moon, stars)
Q- This has caused many to question “if God created the sun on day 4, then what was the light on day 1?” Thoughts?

You can “Google” this question and get many different results. Some will say this is proof that the Bible is false… maybe even some snide comments like “your god couldn’t even get Genesis 1 right.” You will get Christians arguing many different interpretations. Some Christians may even come to the conclusion that the creation account is not to be taken literal but is poetic and figurative. We have not gathered to argue interpretations. We still place God’s Word as the highest authority, and above all want to believe the Word of God. With that in mind…

Q- Based on the text, what are some differences between the light of day 1 and the lights of day 4?

Day 1 had one singular light and day 4 had 2 great lights, the sun & moon and then additionally stars that were found in the sky. Day 1 speaks of a light but does not tell us where this light is located. Both creation days have an evening and morning, but the lights on day 4 have additional purpose -“to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years.” The purpose of the light of day 1 is left unrevealed. 

The word for light is a different Hebrew word on both the 1st & 4th days. Day 1 uses “'ôr” and means “illumination.” Day 4 uses “mā'ôr” (mah-or) and it means “a luminous body.” With different words used, this likely shows that God has created different things. The light of day 1 has no body. The lights of day 2 do have bodies.

There is another “in the beginning” creation account in scripture, John 1.Here are 2 major similarities.  John’s creation account likewise refers to spoken WORD & also light. Genesis does not reveal the purpose of day 1, yet John 1 preaches that Jesus is the purpose of creation.
Q- What are some things that John attributes to Jesus in our John 1 reading?

We have been asking “what is the light” of the day 1 creation. Maybe we should be asking “who is the light?” Jesus Christ is the light of the world, and the light of all man-kind. He is the WORD that was present in the very beginning. The Word, the light, Jesus Christ is the firstborn of all creation and the creator of all things. Genesis 1:3 did not reveal the purpose of this light, almost as if the darkness “did not comprehend it” like John 1:5 says.. The incarnation and death upon the cross is what has revealed the purpose of the light to all who dwell in darkness.
From the beginning God planned to do more than create a world. From the beginning God planned to speak light into existence, and send His only begotten son into this dark creation. Q- How does this make you feel?
In day 1 of creation we see the world experience light without a S-U-N. Your Bible ends the same way. In Heaven there is light without a S-U-N. Revelation 21:23 says “the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp.”   
What was the light in Genesis 1:3. We can’t say for sure, but we do know WHO the light of all scripture is. His name is Jesus Christ.

Internal Question- Are you living in darkness or light? Do you understand God’s first act of creation was to send light to you? Do you believe the light you need is Jesus? Do you have faith in Jesus? Do you believe He is the savior? Are you living out your faith? Ask Jesus to shine in your life.  {PRAY}

Vision – Jesus is the Light, from the beginning.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Genesis 1:3-4(niv) And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.

Genesis 1:14-19 (NIV) And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.
John 1:1-5 (niv)  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it (or did not comprehend it).

John 1:14 (NIV) The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Colossians 1:15-17(NIV) The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
Vision – Jesus is the Light, from the beginning.
