From the Beginning 3: When God looks upon His Creation
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something you find complicated that others find simple?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
We are studying God’s plan from the beginning, What God does in the beginning, He is still doing today. Let’s look into this beginning.

God created the Earth, and the Earth was 3 things. Q- What 3 things does verse 2 say the Earth was?
God looked down at a creation that was formless. Q- What do you think a formless Earth looked like?

It is hard to imagine what the Earth looked like, because everything we see & experience has form to it. God saw an Earth that was very different from the one we enjoy. It could be that the Earth was matter, in other words there was something there, yet had the matter of Earth had no mass… no coherent structure or form. The Earth was formless.
The Hebrew word for formless is tohuw (toe-who). It means confusion & chaos. Q- Has your life ever felt like tohuw? Confusion & chaos? Tell us about it.
Here is how God responds to a tohuw creation. God creates order. Q- Tell us what God creates in the 1st 3 days of creation. 

On day 1 God created light and ordered light & darkness. On day 2 God ordered waters above (our atmosphere) and waters below (the seas).  On day 3 God ordered land & waters to separate. God looked at a chaotic creation and brought order in the first 3 days of creation. This is how God responds to our chaos also. God will step into our chaos and bring order. He will separate light & darkness in us, if we let Him.
God looked down on an empty creation. Q- What do you think an empty Earth looked like?

Can you imagine an Earth with no life?  No people, animals, or even plants. How about an Earth with no beauty? This is likely what the Earth was like. The Earth was empty.

The Hebrew word for empty is bohuw (bow-who). It means void, empty, waste. Q- Has your life ever felt bohuw? Have you ever felt empty? Tell us about it.

Here is how God responds to a bohuw creation. God fills the emptiness with beauty & life. Q- Tell us what God created at the end of day 3 and days 4, 5, & 6?

On day 3 God filled an empty world with living plants. On day 4 God filled an empty space with the beauty of the sun, moon & stars. On day 5 God filled the skies with birds and the seas with fish. On day 6 God filled the land with animals and then created man.  This is how God responds to emptiness. God steps into our emptiness and fills it with life & beauty. Q- What does God tell mankind to do in verse 28?  (God invites us to FILL the world with Him.)
God looked down at a world that was formless, empty, and dark. The Hebrew word for darkness is choshek  (kho·shek) and it means more than just a lack of light, it means obscure, secret, not seen. Q- Have you ever felt like your purpose was obscure. Talk about it.
How does God respond to chosek, un-realized purpose? God brings definition. Q- How does God define each day of creation?  There is a phrase he uses at the end of each creation day.  (It is Good – pleasing & beneficial)
God looks down on a formless, empty, and dark creation. Instead of walking away and rejecting the Earth, God steps into creation and recreates it with order, fulfillment, and purpose – making it good.
Q- How has God done this in you? Testify.
Internal Question- Would God look at your life and say “it is good.” Are you formless, empty, or lacking purpose? Do you know God doesn’t reject you? Do you know God wants to step into your life and create something beautiful? Are you willing to surrender your life to the creator? What is stopping you?  {PRAY}

Vision – From the beginning, God has been willing to step into His creation and recreate it. You are His creation.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Genesis 1:1-2(niv) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
Genesis 1:27-28(niv)  So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”
Vision – From the beginning, God has been willing to step into His creation and recreate it. You are His creation.

