From the Beginning: More than Exist - Create
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something you find complicated that others find simple?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
We are studying God’s plan from the beginning, and this brings us to the first chapter of the Bible. Last week we talked about those 4 epic words, “In the beginning God.” As we study God’s word from the beginning it will reveal God’s plan for us today. What God does in the beginning, He is still doing today. Let’s look into this beginning.

In the beginning, God does more than exist. Q- What is the first Verb in the Bible and what does it teach us about God? [God Created]
God does more than exist. God creates. Our God is a creator. He is creative. Q- What are the first things God creates in verse 1?

As we study Genesis we will see that God has 6 days of creation & 1 day of rest. Verse 3-5 shows us the 1st day. 
Q- Now think. What day of creation is Genesis 1:1? [Before the first day of creation]
Science currently says the Earth is 4.5 billion years old. We say currently because this number changes. A few decades ago the science pointed to the earth being 300 million years old. Scripture indicates that the Earth is not billions or millions years old, but thousands of years old – approximately 6,000 years old. Q- How old do you think the Earth is? 

Remember that Genesis 1:1 happens BEFORE the first day of creation. If you have ever heard of the gap theory, this is where it shows up. The gap theory is that there is a period of time between the 2nd and 3rd verses of the Bible. The Gap theory suggests that this is why Earth appears to be older by millions or billions of years according to scientists. The gap between verse 2 & 3 may account for this time. Scripture is silent on the gap theory, yet it is an intriguing thought that takes into account an Earth that is intrinsically older than 6,ooo years old. 
Q- Does the age of the Earth matter? What do you think?

This subject could go in a lot of directions. The creation story does matter. The age of the earth is not unimportant, but we suggest that the age of the Earth is not as important as the question “Who created the Earth, and why?” Q- Do you agree? Talk about it.

Christians don’t have all the answers, and creation is a great example of this. Like scientists, we Christians are also trying to understand the creation. As Christians read the Bible they have formed a few theories to try to answer questions like the age of the Earth. We think this is natural, but we have two warnings…

#1 Theories that take us out of scripture should be handled carefully.
#2 We shouldn’t condemn one another for having different theories of HOW & WHEN God created the Earth.

Read Genesis 1:1-2 again.  Q- Think like a reporter who is after the who, what, when, where, & why… What do you think these scriptures are trying to convey? What do they not convey.

The Word declares God is the “who.” The “what” is creation. “When” is no more specific than “in the beginning.” “Where” is the universe. “Why” is a vitaly important question. It reveals the heart of the creator and His purpose for us. Q- Why do you think God wanted to create?

From the beginning God wanted to do more than exist. Q- Based on this revelation, what do you think God wants from us? 

God, the God of your Bible, definitely wants you to do more than exist. God wants you to do more than just breathe and muddle your way through existence. God wants us to create something new & vibrant, and this creator God has gifted us with ability, passion, and creativity. From the beginning God has revealed that He wants you to do more than exist, but that He wants you to do create something big & bold… just as He has done in creation.

Internal Question- Do you have faith in the Word of God? Do you believe He existed before anything and created everything. Are you reading God’s Word to learn more about His plan for you? {PRAY}

Vision – God created you to do more than exist. Create something big & bold.

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Genesis 1:1-2(niv) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
Genesis 1:3-5(niv) And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day.
Vision – God created you to do more than exist. Create something big & bold.
