From the Beginning: Genesis 1:1
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something you recently began?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Once upon a time… long time ago in a galaxy far, far away… it was a dark and stormy night… It was the best of times; it was the worst of times… In our opinion no story anywhere has a more epic, memorable opening than “In the beginning God…” As we study God’s plan from the beginning, we start with the first verse in the Bible. This verse can teach us so much. Q- What are some things you can learn from the first verse of the Bible?

In just a few words your Bible teaches against atheism, agnosticism, & polytheism. Atheism says “There is no God.” Agnosticism says “We aren’t sure there is a God.” Polytheism says “There are multiple Gods.” In 4 words, “In the beginning God,” the Bible refutes those belief systems. Humanism, materialism, evolutionism, & fatalism also fall by the wayside. Humans are not more important than God like humanism suggests. Material possessions do not hold more value than the creator God like materialism suggests. It seems it was “divine selection” instead “natural selection” like evolution suggests. The Fatalism that declares the future is inevitable and impossible to change is clearly defeated by a God who changed everything.
God’s story starts with God existing. Q-Have you ever struggled with the idea of God being BEFORE the beginning? Talk about it.
According to Genesis 1:1, God existed before creation. God stands alone as an uncreated being. This could be a hard idea to wrap your head around. Literally everything we see & touch has been created.
There was a boy who once looked at a picture of his mom & dad holding a baby. The boy asked “who is the baby?” They answered “that’s you as a baby.” The boy had trouble believing them because he did not remember being a baby. 

You likely do not remember being a baby, but it is true; you were once a baby. Q- Humanity does not remember being born in Genesis, does this make it any less true? What do you think? Q- What would you say to someone who is having trouble believing “In the beginning God?”

Q- What does science say was in the very beginning? If not God, what?
Science largely theorizes a “big bang.” A quick web search brought us to a National Geographic article that says “a hot & infinitely dense point measuring only a few millimeters wide violently exploded 13.7 billion years ago.” Of course be warned, the same web search also brings you to a Yahoo answers forum where captainbluey says with authority “This planet was terraformed, and we were genetically engineered by 22 different alien races.” Be careful on the internet folks!

Science is not really certain on what creation was like or what caused it. Science is even less certain of what existed before the theorized big bang. In this way, this scientific view is not that different from the Genesis 1 view. Genesis teaches us “in the beginning God.” Other than God we aren’t sure what, if anything existed. We are unsure what that existence was like before the creation of heaven & Earth.
I want you to think back to the boy who looked at a picture of his parents holding a baby and had trouble believing he was the baby in the picture. Q- How would that boy ever know the truth that He is the baby in the picture.

The boy needs faith in the words of the Father & Mother who love him. 
We want you to know that it is ok to struggle with believing in something you cannot see. No human was there to witness this creation account we read in Genesis 1. The creation account is amazing & super-natural and it is understandable why that might give someone pause. Like the story of the boy and the picture, we too need to have faith in the words of our Father God.

Internal Question- Do you have faith in the Word of God? Do you believe He existed before anything and created everything. Are you reading God’s Word to learn more about His plan for you? {PRAY}

VISION- 4 important words - In the beginning God. Put God in the beginning of everything you are doing.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Genesis 1:1(niv) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  
VISION- 4 important words - In the beginning God. Put God in the beginning of everything you are doing.
