
Fixed Points of Light - Pt 4 (Repentance)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is something you wish you could call a “do over” on?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFY:    
When trying to find direction, we look to the unchangeable! This principle has led us into the Word, Who Jesus is, what He did at Calvary, and faith. These fixed points of light help us find direction and tonight we talk about the power to change direction.
Q- What is Repentance?  [Look first to people that don’t normally talk]
Q- Who needs to repent?     [Everyone]  [1 John 1:8 we lie if we say we don’t sin]
The power to find direction would be useless without the power to change direction.

A teenage girl was driving in the big city for the first time. She’s panicked and on the phone with her father. Now the father is panicked! “What’s wrong?!” he asks.  She tells him “there’s been an accident.” “Oh no! Are you hurt?” The girl replies “No. I missed my exit…”   The Father explained that she should take the next exit and make a U turn.  The girl, feeling very silly, said “Of course… I knew that. How could I have forgotten?” 

One way to think about repentance is, simply taking the next exit and making a U Turn.

Q- Is Repentance simply “turning over a new leaf?”  [No - It’s becoming a completely new creation!]

God offers us so much more than a fresh start.  He makes us new creatures.  He gives us a new future.
Q- Is Repentance a one time thing? How many times can we repent?  [1 John 1:9]

1 John 1:9 says if we confess our faults.  Every time you confess your faults he will forgive and purify us!

Q- Is there anything hard about repentance?  [You must admit your wrong!][You must forgive others Matt 6:12]

Repentance is freely offered!  BUT it isn’t exactly easy.  It’s not always easy to change direction. For some people, simply admitting they are wrong is difficult.  Harder still, you might have to step away from negative relationships, addictive habits, and let go of unforgiveness.   The Bible says “Forgive us our debts AS we forgive our debtors.” In other words, while we are forgiving others God forgives us!
Q- Someone testify of the power of repentance…

Life gets hectic. Sometimes in the middle of life’s situations we forget that we can turn around. Remember the story of the girl driving in the big city.  She just needed to be reminded that she could exit and make a U Turn.  We talk a lot about Repentance at Connect Groups because we know how important it is for us remember it as a fixed point of light.
Internal Q- We are about to pray a prayer of repentance.  Take a moment to prepare your heart. 

{Lead a repentance prayer}

1. Vision:  
Through life You are going to mess up… and so am I.  We can ALWAYS come back to Repentance.  Repentance is Solid and Fixed and never out of your reach! You are always a prayer away from putting all your past behind you and becoming a New Creature.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
2 Cor 5:17 (KJV)

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

Matthew 6:12 (KJV)

Forgive our debts as we forgive our debtors.

1 John 1:8-10 (NIV)

8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives.

