Finding Yourself in Scripture 4 – Paul and the Dead Man
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us of a time when you got something stuck on your shoe or stained in your clothing that you could not get out.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome to our Connect Group series – Finding Yourself in Scripture. This lesson discussion comes from Patricia Pursley.  It comes from her experience and this lesson is from her personal voice. 

You probably know of  the apostle Paul, but who is Saul? He was a murderer. A killer of Christians who is converted on the road to Damascus when God called to him from heaven, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" (Acts 9:4). Saul is saved (Acts 9:17-19). He is accepted by the apostles (Acts 9:27-28). And he lived happily ever after. The End.

Not exactly! Saul changed his name to Paul and has a tough road ahead (Acts 9:15-16). 

Q- When you became a Christian, were you told your life would not be like a beautiful spring day with happiness all the rest of your days? Did you think things would be easy as a Christian?
An easy Christian life didn’t turn out for us, and it didn’t for Paul either. Q- Can we name some of the difficulties that the Apostle Paul experienced as a Christian?

In his time as a Christian Paul received 39 lashes, beaten by rods 3 times, stoned, shipwrecked, a night and day in the deep, endured water, robbers, hunger, thirst, cold, and naked.  (II Cor. 11)

Q- In Romans 7:24, Paul asks who would release him of this body that brings him death. What do you think he is talking about? 

The Romans were great at thinking of horrible punishments for crimes. You know about the capital punishment of crucifixion but they also used to tie the dead body of the victim murdered to the back of the murderer's live body until someone released them from it. Can you imagine the smell? Can you imagine trying to eat and sleep? Can you imagine body parts falling off the dead body around you? Do you think the decay of the body would make it slide around on your back? The rotting dead corpse could bring sickness & death the one trying to bear it.
Q- What would you think if America decided to incorporate this form of punishment for murderers? Talk about that..
It would be a shocking thing to see someone carrying a dead corpse around. Yet we carry around our old selves when we continue to sin the way we did before we became Christians. We carry around our dead selves when we dwell on our past sin. 
Q- Who does Paul say has set him free from this body of death?

“Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” God, through Christ, has freed us from our dead man!  But do we keep strapping this dead man back on? Q- What are some ways we allow the body of death to be tied to us again?
Paul tells us in Romans 8 that if we live according to the flesh will set their mind on the flesh. The dead flesh will surround every part of our life. BUT if we live according to the Spirit we no longer belong to the flesh, but to God. We can be released from the body of death, and be filled with the Spirit of God. This is what happened for Paul. This is what we all need.
Internal Question- Do you believe God has released you from your past sins? Do you want to live by the Spirit of God and do away with that fleshly body of death once and for all?
{PRAY – take a few requests}
VISION- I found myself in Scripture. I am Paul, the one Jesus Christ set free and filled with His Spirit. Let go of that which is in the past. Focus on what is ahead. God's plan for you and eternity with Christ. You cannot reach the future if you continue to live in the past.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 7:5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our body to bear fruit for death.

Romans 7:14-15 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate.

Romans 7:19-20 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.

Romans 7:21-25 I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good. For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, on the one hand I myself with my mind am serving the law of God, but on the other, with my flesh the law of sin.

Romans 8:5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

Romans 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

Romans 8:16-17 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs of Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
VISION- I found myself in Scripture. I am Paul, the one Jesus Christ set free and filled with His Spirit. Let go of that which is in the past. Focus on what is ahead. God's plan for you and eternity with Christ. You cannot reach the future if you continue to live in the past.
