Finding Yourself in Scripture 2 - Jonah
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  My strongest personality trait is...
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to our Connect Group series – Finding Yourself in Scripture. This lesson was prepared by Marshal Blessing. See, I am writing this with my own hand. It comes from his experience, written from his personal voice. 

My favorite book of the Bible is the Book of Jonah. Q- Can we briefly summarize the story of Jonah?
One of the reasons I like the Book of Jonah is that I can really identify with Jonah. 
Q – How would you describe Jonah?  Q- Was Jonah a “good guy” or a “bad guy”?

Jonah was a prophet of God. He was chosen by God to share His message. But Jonah isn’t described very favorably in the Book of Jonah. He receives a direct instruction from God, rejects it, and does the opposite. When he finally does obey, he disagrees with and complains about everything God does. And yet, he is remembered as a successful prophet, and he is mentioned in multiple places in the Bible, including being mentioned by Jesus.  
Can we agree that Jonah was a complex character? I have identified four traits that Jonah demonstrates that I see in myself. See if you can identify with any of these as well. 

First, Jonah was stubborn! Q- Would you agree? Where can we see Jonah being stubborn?
Q- Is it bad to be stubborn? It’s not always bad to be stubborn. Being stubborn FOR God can be a good thing. But being stubbornly OPPOSED to God can be described as “rebellious,” “stiff-necked,” or “sinful.” Sometimes being stubborn can help us be tenacious and persistent, we just have to make sure we’re stubbornly heading in the right direction. I’m stubborn, but not always in the right direction. Repentance helps us redirect. Q- Did Jonah repent?
Second, Jonah was optimistic (kinda). Q- What does it mean to be optimistic? Being optimistic can mean you always have hope or an expectation that things will work out the way you want them to. (But the way WE want things to work out isn’t always God’s way.) Q- Where do we see examples of Jonah being “optimistic”? [He had hope that he could escape his calling to go to Nineveh. He prayed inside the fish. He waited to see what God would do to Nineveh; he had hope that God might still destroy it.] I tend to be optimistic. I usually have hope that things will work out well. But I have to be careful to make sure that I am hoping for the right things; that my hope is in line with God’s will. Being optimistic can help bring us through difficult situations, but it can also reinforce our stubbornness. Q- How so?
Third, Jonah was close to God (although he didn’t always seem to understand or agree with God.) Q- Do you have a close relationship with God? What does a close relationship with God look like? Jonah could hear the voice of God. And he knew God well enough that he anticipated that God would spare Nineveh (Jonah 4:2). But Jonah didn’t want God to spare Nineveh. He also thought he could get outside of God’s jurisdiction by fleeing to Tarshish.
Q-When Jonah openly rebelled against God’s command, why didn’t God just get somebody else?
I too, have a close relationship with God. I have heard God’s voice. But my heart isn’t always in the same place as God’s heart. I don’t always do the right thing. I’m working on that. Even when we don’t do the right thing, it is important that we maintain a relationship with God. Talk to Him (prayer), and listen for what He has to say to you. 
Finally, Jonah was successful in spite of his personal failings. Q- Would you consider Jonah a success? Why or why not? In my opinion, Jonah was successful. Everyone he meets in this story ends up worshiping the True God.
I want to be successful like Jonah. Even if it’s not what I want at the time, I hope the things I do build God’s Kingdom and bring other people closer to God. God uses imperfect people to do great things. He can use me and He can use you. 
But one of my favorite things about Jonah’s story is how it ends. It ends very suddenly, and it doesn’t explain what happens to Jonah. It is open ended. Q- Do you think that Jonah eventually understood what God was trying to show him? The fact that Jonah shares this story implies that he eventually got it. I hope so. In some ways, I’m still trying to “get it.” But my story isn’t finished yet either. 
Internal Question- Are you being stubborn with God or for God? Are you willing to repent? Do you have hope in God? Do you have a good relationship with God? What could help make that relationship better?
{PRAY – take a few requests}
VISION- I found myself in Scripture. I am Jonah, the one who heard God and shared His message (eventually). Listen for God this week, and share God’s message of love with someone (even if you don’t want to.)
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Jonah 1:1-3 NIV The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the Lord.
Jonah 1:12-16 NIV “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” [Jonah] replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you.” 13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before. 14 Then they cried out to the Lord, “Please, Lord, do not let us die for taking this man’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, Lord, have done as you pleased.” 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and made vows to Him.
Jonah 1:17 & 2:1 NIV Now the Lord provided a huge fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. 1 From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God.

Jonah 3:3-5 NIV Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it took three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overthrown.” 5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.

Jonah 3:10 & 4:1-5 NIV When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 1 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live.” 5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city.
VISION- I found myself in Scripture. I am Jonah, the one who heard God and shared His message (eventually). Listen for God this week, and share God’s message of love with someone (even if you don’t want to.)
