Finding Yourself in Scripture 1 - Zachaeus
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  I once ran into this celebrity… Tell us who, when, and where.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome to our new Connect Group series – Finding Yourself in Scripture. This lesson discussion comes from Chris Fluitt. It comes from his experience and this lesson is from his personal voice. 

I was blessed to be raised in Sunday School. I remember things called flannel graphs! I remember puppet shows and art crafts. I remember songs like “Father Abraham.” I will always remember the first time I heard the story of Zachaeus. I really found myself in this character. Perhaps you can see yourself in this story also? Q- Tell us the story of Zachaeus.  Q- What was Zachaeus’ profession and why was that a negative? 
Well no one has ever been a fan of tax collection... But the context here is more tense than your beef with the IRS. Zachaeus was a Jew yet he was collecting taxes for Rome. Rome was the cruel and greedy occupiers of Israel. To collect taxes for Rome was being a “sale out.” There was also a belief that Tax Collectors would ask for more money than Rome asked for, so that they could dishonestly take their own share. Zachaeus may have been dishonest; he was after all “wealthy” and even brings up to Jesus later the subject of cheating others.
It doesn’t really matter if he was dishonest or not. He was a chief tax collector and was going to be hated by his fellow Jews. They would just believe that he was a dishonest cheat. Q- Have you ever felt like people are judging you? How does that feel & how did you respond?
Jesus comes to Jericho, Zachaeus’ home town. Jesus draws a crowd. Crowds are great, but they also tend to cause problems. Q- What are some issues with crowds?  
Jesus was surrounded by a crowd of people. These people served as a barrier.  Zachaeus was short and couldn’t see Jesus beyond the crowd. Crowds tend to push a little and perhaps the small man didn’t dare enter into the crushing crowd. There was also the barrier of how the Jericho community thought of the Tax Collector. If the crowd felt this way, surely Jesus would feel the same about Zachaeus. Q- The crowd that surrounds Jesus doesn’t often represent Jesus very well. Do you agree with this? Talk about how the crowd can often be a barrier.

As a child, I remember feeling like I didn’t belong in the crowded Church. I remember feeling like I was probably the worst sinner in the room. I remember believing that Jesus was here for the crowd and unfortunately I didn’t really belong in the crowd. I believed God so loved the crowded world.., but somehow didn’t believe this included me. 
Q- Can you relate to how I felt? Share.
Like Zachaeus, I found a place where I could be close enough to see Jesus, but not close enough to interact with the crowd. I went to church but never made relationships with the crowd. I went to worship, but spent most of my time worrying about what others were thinking. I heard exciting sermons on how God could use ANYONE to do ANYTHING. I would “amen” it, but I thought the message was for others and didn’t include me.  Q- Talk about verse 5 in Luke 19. Do you find verse 5 as amazing as I do? Talk about it.
Zachaeus and I, positioned ourselves to see Jesus. Little did we know that Jesus would see us. We knew about Jesus and recognized his name, but this Jesus actually knows us and calls us by name. 
I still remember my Sunday School teacher looking up from reading this story and asking “Christopher, do you know that Jesus knows your name?” That was news to me then, and it is still the most amazing news today.

We have a small crowd gathered here, and you better believe that JESUS LOVES THE CROWD. But this same Jesus also sees THOSE BEYOND THIS CROWD. Jesus loves the individual. You all by yourself are the one he loves.

I found myself in Scripture. I am Zachaeus, the one Jesus called by name.

Internal Question- Do you really believe that Jesus sees you and knows your name? Jesus will step past the crowd and speak to you and go to your home. Do you want this? Will you stop letting the crowd keep you from Jesus?
{PRAY – take a few requests}
VISION- I found myself in Scripture. I am Zachaeus, the one Jesus called by name. Be aware of the barrier of the crowd. There is someone outside the crowd who hasn’t heard Jesus call their name yet.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Luke 19:1-6 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming that way.

5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. 
VISION- I found myself in Scripture. I am Zachaeus, the one Jesus called by name. Be aware of the barrier of the crowd. There is someone outside the crowd who hasn’t heard Jesus call their name yet.
