Dirty Lessons from Jesus 3 – Among the thorns & Unfruitful
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  What is your favorite fruit?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to the “Dirty Lessons from Jesus” series. We have been discussing Jesus’ parable of the sower. Q- Someone remind us… Who/what is the seed, soil, & sower? [The seed is the Word of God. The soil represents the types of hearts that respond to the Word. The Sower is the giver of the Word – God.]

So far we have talked about the seed that fell on the pathway and birds snatched away and the seed that fell on stony grown and withered because of shallow roots. Q- What is the next soil Jesus mentions in His parable? 

Jesus says “other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.” Q- What is Jesus teaching us here? What do these thorns represent?

The seed among the thorns grew. Remember that in this parable, the seed is never defective. The problem is that the seed was not the only thing that grew. Other things grow in our gardens – namely, thorny weeds. In this parable no attention is given to weeding or removing the thorns, they are allowed to grow alongside the seed.  Q- Gardening question: How do weeds hurt other plants?
Weeds will fight for dominance in a garden by robbing other plants of nutrient & water. Jesus referred to the weeds as “worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth.” The word for “worries” literally means to be drawn in different directions as if distracted. Q- How can distractions be a weed?  Explain and offer examples..  Q- How can riches be deceitful? Explain and offer examples. 
Water & nutrient are limited resources in a garden. Q- What are some limited resources in our life that the weeds could steal from us?

The end result of this seed completely choked out by worries and deceitfulness of riches is unfruitfulness. Ultimately, the seed is sown to produce fruit. As long as this seed tries to co-exist with the weeds it will never produce fruit. We may have heard the sermon, but until we uproot some weeds, there will be no fruit. We may have felt Goosebumps during the worship, but there are still thorns choking out fruitfulness, so we remain unchanged. We may have received a revelation, a vision, a prophetic word, but as long as we allow weeds to exist in our garden we remain fruitless.

Q- How do we weed our garden? Give us some advice.

Jesus mentioned pathway soil… compacted hearts that can’t readily receive the word and the evil one snatches the seed away.  Jesus mentioned rocky soil that didn’t allow deep roots and then a blazing sun of persecution & trouble caused the seed to wither. The previous soils were primarily about negatives causing the seed to not produce. Tonight we discussed the weeds and they are easily confused as a positive. The weeds are growing and alive…but they do not produce. It is not enough to have growing, successful, lively green in our garden. We need the seed of God to be fruitful. A lot of the things we might categorize as blessings in our lives…: relationships, money, hobbies, a new house etc. could be weeds that choke out the true success of a fruitful seed. 
Internal Question- Here is an important question we need to ask ourselves – Am I fruitful?  God told mankind to be fruitful & multiply. Are you doing that? Is your family doing that? Is our connect group & church doing that? If not, why not? 
If I truly have the seed of God I should be fruitful. Do I have the seed? Maybe I have the seed but I have it growing alongside weeds…  What weeds are in my soil? Will you weed them out and give priority to the seed? Will you ask God to help you become fruitful? {PRAY}
VISION- We can’t allow the seed & the weed to grow alongside each other.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 13:3-9(niv) Jesus told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
Matthew 13:18-23(niv) 18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
VISION- We can’t allow the seed & the weed to grow alongside each other.
