Dirty Lessons from Jesus 1 – Paths & Birds
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Are you good or bad with growing plants?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome to our new Connect Group series, Dirty Lessons from Jesus. Over the next weeks we will be studying Jesus’ parable of the sower. Q- What is a parable? Does it serve a purpose? 

A parable is a simple story used to illustrate a spiritual lesson. Jesus often used parables, and several parable examples are in Matthew 13. In what is called “the parable of the sower” Jesus tells the story and then later comes back to explain the story. Q- Did you understand the parable the first time you heard it, or did you, like the disciples, need Jesus to explain it.
“What does this mean?” is a great question to ask Jesus. He is never angry when we ask for His revelation. We should read God’s Word and then ask Him for revelation. Q- Has anyone ever done this? What was the result?

In this parable Jesus speaks of a farmer/sower, seed, and different types of soil.
Q- What/Who does the farmer represent?
Q- What does the seed represent?
Q- What do the types of soil represent?

Jesus tells us in verse 19 that the seed is the message of the kingdom. It is ok to call the seed the Word of God. The soil types represent different heart responses to hearing the message/seed. And then the farmer Jesus does not expressly name, but we can infer that it is the giver of the message of the Kingdom, Jesus/God.
Q- What is the first soil mentioned by Jesus?  Q- What do you think the seed falling on the path and being eaten by birds represents? 
Plants can grow in surprising places. Have you ever seen a plant grow in a crack in the sidewalk or road? It is not an ideal place to grow, but if the seed can remain it can germinate and spring forth. The path or road where the seed falls in the parable is not meant for production. This ground is meant to be trampled upon and is not ready to receive the seed of the Word of God. However even roads can have plants growing in the cracks if the seed remains.  The seed on the path does not remain because of these birds that come and take the seed. Jesus then reveals that these birds represent the evil one. Q- In light of this revelation, what do you think Jesus is teaching us?
The evil one will snatch away the seed from the path. The person who is not ready to take the Word and produce life runs the risk of losing it to the thief. In other words USE IT OR LOSE IT. It costs you nothing to receive the seed; it literally falls upon your path. But it will cost you something to keep this seed. You have to take this Word into your heart and let it take root or you will lose this seed.  Q- What are some truths the evil one would like to steal?
Pastor Chris recalls a time he took a young person to a youth worship night. On the trip home the young person said “I never knew God was real until tonight. I felt His presence and believe Jesus revealed His plan for me.” Yet a few weeks later the young man was no longer attending any groups or services. When pastor Chris reminded the young man of what he claimed to have realized and felt at that youth worship night, the young man looked strange and said “I don’t remember that.” Q- What do you think happened?
It is not enough to hear this Word, you must do something with it. It is not enough to feel the goose-bumps, you must do something with the message. The Word you received from Jesus can be stolen from you. Q- What are some actions we can take to make sure we are NOT the pathway soil with God’s seed snatched away?
Internal Question- What type of soil are you? Have you heard the Word, but aren’t doing anything with it? Are you aware of an enemy that wants to steal the seed of the Word of God? What is it that you need to do with the seed? Purpose in your heart that you will do something!  Confess your belief, be baptized, receive the Spirit, share your faith, pray, study, forgive, serve… {PRAY}
VISION- The seed comes freely, but it will cost you something to keep it. Receive the message and do what it says this week.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 13:3-9(niv) Jesus told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”
Matthew 13:18-23(niv) 18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”
VISION- The seed comes freely, but it will cost you something to keep it. Receive the message and do what it says this week.
