Deep & Wide 2 - Wide
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a friend of yours that your connect group doesn’t know.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
SCRIPTURE READ
Welcome back to Connect Group. Q- What did we talk about last week? 
Last week we talked about going deep. We need to go deep in community! We need to grow deeper in our worship and devotion.
This week we are talking about going wide. Let’s explain what we mean by going wide. We mean the opposite of being narrow, exclusive, and unwelcoming. Q- Have you ever tried to join a group of people and felt like you didn’t belong? Describe that feeling.
It’s a good thing this never happens in the Church… Of course this totally happens in church. Churches can grow narrow. Christians can give out a vibe that others don’t belong or that they have to obtain a right to belong. This isn’t good and here is something that complicates the issue. Christians don’t often understand they are being narrow. Q- What are some ways we could un-knowingly be narrow?
There are many ways to be narrow. If we only receive people who agree with us 100% of the time, that is narrow. If we only receive people who are similar to us, that is narrow. If we don’t allow space to hear and learn the stories of others, that is narrow. Sometimes in our get-togethers someone may share something that may not be 100% correct biblically – we need to be careful in how we respond. Much damage could be done with a narrow response. 

We should always be thrilled that people are sharing and talking. It is wonderful to have a place to share without the fear of narrow judgment. We should always lovingly honor the person. When it is appropriate we can talk about any issue and dig into the Word to discover Truth. And you know what? Usually people will receive your scriptural truth if they feel like they are received, accepted, understood, & loved by you.   
Q- Look at Matthew 7:13&14.  Is this verse telling us to be narrow? What do you think it is saying?
God’s love is wide. He loves everyone. This verse is not declaring God’s love to be narrow. The narrowness of this verse is that there is only one God – You have a narrow choice in serving the true God. The narrowness of this verse is that only Jesus Christ can save you – You have a narrow choice in being saved.
Q- can we use scripture to show that God’s love is WIDE, but the way of salvation is uniquely through Jesus? (J3:16)
Q- Does anyone have any questions about God’s wide love? We can talk about this.. 

You have friends beyond what is here in this room right? I am sure that you would say yes.  So in this room is a narrow sample size of the relationships you have. We don’t want Connect Group to be a narrow segment of your relationships. We want the full wide spectrum of your relationships to be welcome here. We want to be a group where everyone of your friends would feel welcome. Q- Are we like that? Be honest. How could we become wider in reaching more people?
A wide Connect Group should see new faces. We understand that before you invite your friends you have to believe that Connect Group is a safe place to bring your friends. We want to be the safe place you can bring your friends where they can grow in relationship with Jesus and form relationships with others people who follow Christ. 
Let’s be transparent.  Q- Are you taking Jesus to your wide spectrum of friendships? Have you ever invited someone to come to CG with you? Why or why not? What is stopping you from sharing the Gospel widely with your friends?

If you aren’t inviting your friends, you may be unknowingly narrow.  Trust your friends enough to come and trust your connect group enough to be welcoming.

We are called to go deep and to go wide. Please help us take Connect Group wider. 

{PRAY – take a few requests}
VISION- Go wide this week. Bring someone to Connect Group next week.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV) “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

John 3:16 (NIV) For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
VISION- Go wide this week. Bring someone to Connect Group next week.
