Cornerstone Verses 5 – 1 Peter 3:19 – He Preached to the Prisoners
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER: Why is your favorite color your favorite color?…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
There is A LOT to know ABOUT Jesus. We are looking at cornerstone verses about Jesus to give a foundational understanding on Jesus Christ. We talked about John 1:1 - Jesus is the Word. We talked about John 3:16 - Jesus came to save. We talked about Ephesians 1:7 – In His blood we have redemption. Last time we talked about 
2 Corinthians 5:21 – God made him who had no sin to be sin for us… Q- Can someone finish the rest of that verse?
[so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.]
Jesus became sin for us on the cross of Calvary. But what happened next? We know He died, His body was laid in a tomb, and three days later He was raised from the dead. Have you ever wondered what He was doing during that time? Tonight’s cornerstone verse answers that question.
You might imagine that while Jesus was dead in the tomb that he did nothing, or He just had to wait there. That’s not a bad assumption, and it sort-of matches with the fact that God rested on the seventh day – Saturday. But Jesus had work to do. Q- Did Jesus ever rest when He had work to do?
Jesus obviously rested at times, but He also frequently got in trouble with authorities for continuing his work of salvation, healing, and restoration on Sabbath days. Q- How did Jesus respond?
Once when He was questioned about working on the Sabbath, He said, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am working.” [John 5-17]
Now let’s take a look at our Cornerstone verse. Can someone re-read 1 Peter 3:18-19? It talks about after He was put to death, by the Spirit He went and preached to spirits in prison. Q- What is this talking about?

This isn’t saying that at one time Jesus preached in a haunted jail. This is saying that Jesus went to hell or Sheol (the afterlife, the land of the dead) and preached the gospel to the spirits trapped there. That is incredible! Peter doesn’t really give us a lot of details about how or what that was like. We would probably have trouble understanding it anyway. But it tells us a remarkable thing: Jesus went to the depths to redeem the spirits of people who had died without Him. Jesus fulfilled King David’s words in Psalm 139: “Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there.” In fact, David could have been one of the spirits hearing Jesus preach! Any of the patriarchs who died before Jesus, and who’s spirits were trapped in death, could have met their long awaited Messiah, received His message, and been set free.

Q- Is anyone willing to share a time when Jesus set them free of something?

“So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” Jesus went to hell to save people there! This is amazing for several reasons. We frequently talk about how through the incarnation God descended all the way down from heaven to earth to be born as a tiny helpless baby in a stable. But tonight’s verse tells us He didn’t stop there. He descended all the way down to hell to save people there. God didn’t have to leave heaven, but He was willing to go to hell. And in so-doing Jesus fulfilled His own words recorded in Matthew 16:18 “…on this rock I will build my church,” Q- Can anyone finish that verse?  [“…and the gates of hell will not prevail against it.”]
Q- But why would Jesus be willing to go that far? 

Neither height nor depth can separate us from His love, and He is willing to go to any lengths to save us. At times we might feel trapped in a situation, in a personal hell of our own. There is nowhere, no situation, where we are beyond the reach of Jesus, and we can always be freed if we reach out to the Savior and receive His freedom.
Internal Q:  Do you believe that freedom can be found in Jesus? Are you in a situation from which you need to be freed? Do you realize that Jesus is willing to go to any lengths for you? Are you willing to receive Him?{Prayer}
Vision: Jesus is alive and He can reach you wherever you are.  #cornerstone
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

1 Peter 3:18-19 (NKJV) For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,  19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison,
Vision: Jesus is alive and He can reach you wherever you are.  #cornerstone
