Cornerstone Verses 3 – Ephesians 1:7 – His Blood Redeems
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER: Tell us about the last time you used a band aid…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
We need to know Jesus, but there is A LOT to know ABOUT Jesus. We are looking at cornerstone verses about Jesus to give a foundational understanding on Jesus Christ. We discussed John 1 that declared Jesus is the Word. We discussed John 3:16 that confirms Jesus did not come to condemn but to save. Q- Tonight’s verses are in Ephesians 1. Is there anything within these scriptures you would like to discuss? 
Q- What does it mean for us to have redemption?  What are we being redeemed from? (Sin)
Q- Someone explain sin.. Why is sin bad?

Sin is to “miss the mark” of God’s ideal. Hamartia is the Greek word for sin and it means “to miss the mark.” Our sin separates us from God. Isaiah 59:2 says “your sins have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden his face from you.” Sin takes us out of a relationship with God. We also know from scripture that sin brings death. The wages of sin is death! (Romans 6:23) Sin is bad news. Sin is a topic that usually brings the mood of the room down. Sin burdens us with guilt, regret, frustration, feelings of inadequacy, fear, and anger.
In Jesus we have redemption from sin. That ought to bring the mood in the room up! Q- If sin is bad news, how great is the news of Redemption in Jesus? Try to describe this.

Near the bottom of our guidelines page we posted a simple definition for redemption. Someone read that definition out loud…  Q- According to Ephesians 1:7, what was the debt we needed forgiven? (SIN)  Q- According to Ephesians 1:7, what was the payment that forgave the debt?  (HIS BLOOD) Q- When was his blood offered to pay for our sin debt? (The cross of Calvary)
Last week John 3:16 told us that Jesus came to save. Our scripture tonight reveals that it is through His blood, His sacrifice, His death on the cross, that we are saved.  And it is all in accordance with the riches of God’s Grace. Q- What is God’s Grace? Can you help us understand this?
The definition “unmerited favor” is often used. An easier way to say it may be, “receiving a blessing that you don’t deserve or haven’t earned.”  In the case of Ephesians 1 we received redemption through the blood of Jesus even though we didn’t deserve it. We deserved the punishment of sin, but instead we receive salvation according to God’s Grace!
Q- Finish this sentence by filling in the blank.  Without God’s Grace there would be no…
There would be no cross, no forgiveness or repentance, no baptism, no infilling of His Spirit, no answered prayer, no relationship with God. For this reason scripture declares we are saved by grace.

Think for a moment how important the first two words are in Ephesians 1:7. “IN HIM” rather than, in religion, in righteousness, in giving lots of money to the homeless, in being smart or ridiculously good looking… Redemption comes through His blood, according to God’s Grace, but it can be only realized IN HIM. 

God’s plan is not just to use Jesus to redeem us. God will use Jesus to redeem EVERYTHING. Q- As we draw to a close, let’s hear your thoughts on verse 9&10 and how “all things” will be unified “under” Christ.
Internal Q:  Jesus paid your sin debt with His blood. Do you believe that? It is according to grace, so we better not even try to earn this gift. Redemption is found “IN HIM.” Are you “in Him?” Ask Him to redeem every part of your life right now.  {Prayer}
Vision: His blood redeems! Redemption through His blood is a cornerstone truth.  #cornerstone
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

Ephesians 1:7-10 (NIV) In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ.
Redemption - the action of regaining or gaining possession of something in exchange for payment, or clearing a debt.
Vision: His blood redeems! Redemption through His blood is a cornerstone truth.  #cornerstone
