Comeback Stories 6 - You
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us something obvious about you…
AGREEMENT PRAYER   &  SCRIPTURE READ 
Everybody loves a comeback story. We started this series on Easter, when we talked about the greatest comeback of all time – Jesus coming back from the dead!  We spent the last weeks remembering the stories of Moses, Joseph, Samson, Sarah, & Paul. Tonight we want to talk about your comeback.
Q- Tell us about a comeback you have made in your life?

What’s great about all these other comeback stories we have studied in the Bible, is that it’s not just their comeback story.  It is also our comeback story. Jesus didn’t just come to give us a great comeback story that we could read about… he invites us to have our own.  He didn’t just come to live an abundant life, as John 10:10 says He came to give us an abundant life. 
Q- What makes for a good comeback story?
Comeback stories go from good to bad to good again.  All of mankind went from good to bad the instant sin entered our lives. We went from lives of peace & love to lives of war & hate… We have all gone from good to bad. Q– Do you agree that we have all gone from good to bad? Yes, no, why? Talk about it
Romans 3:23 says “All have sinned.”  Everyone here in this room.  Everyone you know. Everyone is a sinner. We might not like to think about this but it is true. Sin is bad. We are all sinners.  Q- That means that we are ​​_____. (bad)  Q- What do think about that? Agree or disagree?

We understand why there may be resistance.  None of us want to be bad. No one wants to be called bad. Perhaps we thought of good things we have done… how can I be bad when I did these things?  But how can you have a comeback without realizing the bad you need to comeback from?  Q- Can anything good come out of being bad?  What do you think? [example: The cross was bad but something good came from it]
We aren’t endorsing bad behavior, but there is freedom to be had in realizing we are “bad.” Because we realize we are “bad” God’s perfect love is revealed. He loves bad people. Because we are “bad” we should understand God’s mercy & grace towards us, & we should be able to show it to others. How can we withhold mercy and grace to “bad” people, when God didn’t withhold from us in our “bad” state? Because we are “bad” we shouldn’t be prideful or self-righteous, and we should not judge others.  We can never have a comeback if we never realize we NEED a comeback.  God can never lead us into his Goodness if we think we are good already.
We just studied about some bad people. They messed up a lot, but they pleased God!  Q- How did they please God?  Q- Does pleasing God have anything to do with being good?   What do you think? 
We often incorrectly think that God is pleased when we are good and do good things, but it is Faith that pleases God.  It was the faith of our ancestors that pleased god and this is how we please God too.  They longed for God’s promise.  They kept dreaming and reaching for the place God had for them… they went through hard times but they kept going forward and didn’t turn back.  They weren’t perfect, but they had faith.  

So we don’t have to be good to have God’s love, or perfect to please Him, but Q- how do we go from bad to good?  
Jesus reconciles to himself all things [Col 1:20]   [1 John 3:2] One day we will be changed when we see our Good savior Jesus. Our comeback will be complete on this day. 
INTERNAL Q – Have you been trying to be good under your own power? Have you been trying to please God with what you do?  Are you ready for the comeback that only takes place in Jesus?  Do you understand that it is your faith in Jesus that pleases God?  Are you ready to live by faith?      {Pray}
Vision-  None of us are good… but Jesus is!  When we see him our comeback will be complete! 
                                         Power of Prayer series starts next week.
Goals and Guidelines

1Grow in relationship with each other 2Grow in relationship with God 3Grow in number and multiply

       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
John 10:10 I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
Romans 7:18 For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out.

Hebrews 11:2&6 2 Through their faith, the people in days of old earned a good reputation….  6 And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.  
Hebrews 11:13-16 13 All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. 14 Obviously people who say such things are looking forward to a country they can call their own. 15 If they had longed for the country they came from, they could have gone back. 16 But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
Colossians 1:19-20 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
1 John 3:2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
