Comeback Stories 5 - Saul
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  I use to have trouble understanding…
AGREEMENT PRAYER   &  SCRIPTURE READ 
Everybody loves a comeback story. The Bible is full of amazing Comeback stories. Tonight we will talk about Saul who became Paul.  
There is another Saul in the Bible… It’s easy to get them confused. Q- Who is the other Saul?     

Q- Let’s quickly tell the story of Saul & Paul. (Saul is from Tarsus, a city renowned for its university, Saul was smart, A Pharisee….  Q- What is a Pharisee?  …His first appearance in the Bible he watches over the coats of people stoning Stephen the first martyr… Q- What is a Martyr? Why did they stone Stephen? …Later Saul is traveling with orders to arrest anyone he suspects to be a Christian, on his way to Damascus he is knocked to the ground and blinded by a great light and he hears a voice say “Why do you persecute me?... Q- what do you think was going through his mind?   What would go through yours?

Q- what was happening?... Saul asks "who are you?" The voice comes back I am JESUS!!   (WOW what a moment) then Jesus tells him to go to a man named Ananias... Sual goes and his eyes are healed, he repents, he’s baptized, filled with the Spirit his life is changed forever, he starts preaching Jesus, he and Barnabus become the first missionaries, Saul, now known as Paul, travels all over the globe starting churches, he writes letters to these churches and much of the New Testament comes from these letters/epistles, he ends up in a Roman prison where he spends the last years of his life)
Q- Saul knew about God... but did He know God? What do you think?  …What is the difference?
Q- What do you think Saul's comeback is?

We’ve talked about the comebacks of Moses, Joseph, & Samson, Sarah… We are going to go a different way with this one and say… Saul never came back.  Paul, in his writings, many times talks about dying or being dead.  Q- We read some tonight… what are they? 
He gave up his life of being a Pharisee. He refused the part of his nature that gravitated towards religious power, pride, and control. If that is not enough… He was actually stoned to death in the city of Lystra and God raised him back to life...  We are saying that Saul never came back from that desert encounter... a new creature emerged... Paul an apostle of the Lord Jesus arrived.

Q- How can this happen?  How can this happen for us?

He met Jesus.  We want you to understand that he literally met Jesus.  Jesus had already died, rose from the dead, and ascended into heaven... yet he met Jesus. Jesus is real and you can meet him just like Saul. There is no coming back from meeting Jesus... that encounter changes you forever.

Q- Have you ever encountered Jesus? Tell us about it. Are there things about your life that never came back after that encounter? Share…
Philippians gives us the key to his transformation. Saul became a new creation in Christ.  He forgot the things behind him and went forward… “I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.” He knew there was a reason Jesus took a hold of him and he took a hold of that reason. Q- What was the reason? {Acts 9:16} 
INTERNAL Q – Have you literally met Jesus? Has Jesus taken hold of your life? Are you his new creation? Do you know the reason Jesus took hold of you? Do you understand the purpose he has placed on your life? Are you fully taking hold of that purpose? {Pray}  
Vision-  Jesus has a purpose for you to fulfill.  We would love to talk to you about that purpose!


Women’s Bible Study Friday at the Fluitt House

Goals and Guidelines

1Grow in relationship with each other 2Grow in relationship with God 3Grow in number and multiply

       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Acts 7:56-58 & 59-60(NIV) 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul.

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 9:1-18 (NIV) Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.

10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered…  16…[God said] “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel…  17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized,
Colossians 3:3 (NIV) For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God… …
Philippians 3:12, 13-14 (NIV) I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me… … Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
2 Cor 5:17 (NIV) Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:[a] The old has gone, the new is here!
