Comeback Stories 4 - Sarah
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us the last promise you made…
AGREEMENT PRAYER   &  SCRIPTURE READ 
Everybody loves a comeback story. The Bible is full of amazing Comeback stories. We’ve talked about Moses, Joseph, & Samson… tonight we will talk about Sarah.
Q- Let’s quickly tell the story of Sarah’s life. (Married to Abraham, She is barren/no kids, God promises to make Abraham the Father of many nations, She is beautiful and 2 times Abraham poses as he brother for fear of being killed by kings who want his wife as their own, worried that she will never have a child – she has her husband sleep with her slave, that doesn’t turn out well, Hagar has a child named Ishmael, God comes to Speak with Abraham, God says Sarah will have a child, Sarah hears from the other room and laughs, God hears her and asks why she laughed, she lies and says she didn’t laugh,  She gives birth to Isaac at the age of 91, she dies at the age of 127)
Abraham had a tremendous promise of God. He would be the Father of nations, but his wife, Sarah, couldn’t have a child.  Q- How do you think Sarah felt not being able to have a child?  
Sarah believed the promise of God.  She packed up with Abraham and moved to a foreign land because she believed.  Yet she saw years come and go without seeing the promise even though she believed… Q- Why do you think this happens? Why is it that we don’t see the promise sometimes even though we REALLY believe?
Not seeing the promise doesn’t mean you don’t have enough faith or a strong enough belief. We don’t always know God’s timing. In fact there are some people who never got to see the promise in their lifetime… Sarah and Abraham were promised to birth NATIONS… but they never saw that promise in their lifetime. 

Sometimes when we don’t see the promise we try to Force God’s Hand. Q- How did Sarah do this?

We shouldn’t force the hand of God… We should trust the hand of God. Q- Have you ever tried to force the hand of God? Tell us about it. Share some advice.

Q- After Hagar gives birth to Ishmael how does Sarah act?  Thoughts on this?

Sarah got what she wanted… and it turned out to be not what she wanted.  It wasn’t the promise of God. There is nothing better than the promise of the Lord for our lives. 
Q- What is up with the 3 men who show up in Genesis 18?  Who are they? {More than men… a manifestation of God.  Theophany – A temporary manifestation of God, like the burning bush}
Q- What do these men tell Abraham?
  Q- What does Sarah do when she hears?  Why does she laugh?
Sarah was past her prime. Surely no life could come from her. All of her good years were wasted. All she had was the frustration of what might have been.    But is anybody really past their prime when God offers them His promise?  This woman who laughed at the promise of God was in the end filled with laughter at the fulfillment of the promise. At the age of 91 Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.”
Hebrews 11 says “By faith Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise.” Her comeback was God’s faithfulness…  
INTERNAL Q – Are you forcing God’s hand or trusting God’s hand? Do you feel past your prime? Do you feel like the best days are behind you?  BY FAITH WE DECLARE THAT IS NOT TRUE. Will you trust even when you can’t see the promise coming to past?  
Vision-  There is nothing better than the promise of the Lord for our lives. His promise is our comeback.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Genesis 11:29-30 (NIV) 29…The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai… 30 Now Sarai was childless because she was not able to conceive.
Genesis 12:1-2 & (NIV) The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.
2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.

Genesis 16:1-6 (NIV) 16 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian slave named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.” Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 5 Then Sarai said to Abram, “You are responsible for the wrong I am suffering. I put my slave in your arms, and now that she knows she is pregnant, she despises me. May the Lord judge between you and me.” 6 “Your slave is in your hands,” Abram said. “Do with her whatever you think best.” Then Sarai mistreated Hagar; so she fled from her.

Genesis 17:5 (NIV) No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations.
Genesis 18:1-2, 9-15 (NIV) 18 The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground.
9 “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. “There, in the tent,” he said. 10 Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 11 Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of childbearing. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?”

13 Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ 14 Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 15 Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”
Genesis 21:1-3 & 5-7 (NIV) Now the Lord was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah what he had promised. 2 Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac[a] to the son Sarah bore him.
5 Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” 7 And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”
Hebrews 11:11-12 (NIV) 11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.
