Comeback Stories 3 - Samson
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Pick a super hero power and tell us why you picked it.
AGREEMENT PRAYER   &  SCRIPTURE READ 
Everybody loves a comeback story. The Bible is full of amazing Comeback stories. We’ve talked about Moses and Joseph and tonight we will talk about Samson.
Q- Let’s tell the Story of Samson.  (Israel in trouble, under the tyranny of the Philistines, a barren woman is told by an angel that she will have a son, a special son with a special Nazirite vow, Q- TIMEOUT! What is a Nazirite vow? What does Nazarite mean? {Means consecrated/dedicated to God and His purpose, No shaving/cutting his hair is a part of the vow} Samson falls for a Philistine girls and marries her, Samson bets 30 philistine men 30 garments that they can’t answer his riddle involving getting honey from a lion’s carcass, Samson’s wife is threatened by the Philistine men and forced to give them the answer to the riddle, Samson upon being betrayed forsakes his wife and she is given away to someone else, he also goes and strips 30 men of their clothes and pays the bet, he tries to go back to his “wife” but she has been given to another so in anger he takes 300 foxes & ties their tales in pairs and attaches a fiery torch to their tales and sets them loose in their fields destroying crops, in retaliation the Philistines kill Samson’s former wife and father in law, Samson then retaliates with more violence, 3000 of Samson’s own countrymen try to tie him up with rope to turn him over to the philistines, he breaks the rope and kill 1000 of them with the jawbone of a donkey, Samson walks off with the gates of Gaza city, he falls in love with a Philistine woman named Delilah, Philistine rulers bribe Delilah to find out they key to Samson’s strength, after a few tries she finds it was in his hair, she cuts his hair while he sleeps and weak Samson is defeated by philistine men, They blind him and enslave him to a grinding millstone, His hair grows and He calls on the Lord to give him strength 1 final time, Samson destroys the philistine’s temple by knocking over its pillars, his life is lost in the collapse but he takes more Philistine’s lives in death than while he lived.)
Strange story right. Has some strange weavings.  Q- what do you find strange about Samson’s life and why?

Samson was a gift to a family that wanted a child. He was also a gift to Israel. He had amazing strength.  
Q-What are some of the amazing things Samson was able to do with his strength? Q- How did his strength operate? (“The Spirit of the Lord Judges 15:14)
Samson is a hero, but he is far from perfect. Q- what are some of the things you think he does wrong?
Samson responded with pride and haste; a dangerous combination that put his life into a tail spin. In pride he made a bet with people who would end threaten his wife. Then after his wife’s apparent betrayal he hastily leaves his wife and she is given to another. Then Samson hastily and pridefully returns to his wife only to see she is no longer his. Samson says “I have a right to get even with the Philistines; I will really hurt them.”  Q- Did Samson really have a right to take vengeance?  What do you think?  
Q- Thought’s on Samson & Delilah?  
Samson, out of pride, never thought he could lose his strength. He played around with people who were his enemy.  Q- Is it possible that we could be doing the same thing?  How?   Q- What is Samson’s comeback?
Enslaved, blinded, a laughing stock. His actions got him into this mess… but he had a comeback. Samson is noted in the Faith Chapter/Hebrews 11. By faith, when Samson was weak he became strong again.  It happened when Samson prayed to the Lord. His comeback was repentance, a turning back to the Lord. This is where our strength is regained as well. Q- Have you found strength through turning back to God? Share with us.
INTERNAL Q – Do believe you can have God’s comeback? Even though you are in a mess that you brought on yourself, do you believe God can deliver you? It was always HIS strength and not ours. We always need to turn back to God? Will you turn?
Vision-  Turn back to God! He is your strength and your comeback.   FRIENDS DAY SUNDAY!!!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Judges 13:2-3& (NIV) A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a wife who was childless, unable to give birth. 3 The angel of the Lord appeared to her and said, “You are barren and childless, but you are going to become pregnant and give birth to a son.
5 You will become pregnant and have a son whose head is never to be touched by a razor because the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to God from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel from the hands of the Philistines.”
Judges 13:24-25 (NIV) The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew and the Lord blessed him, 25 and the Spirit of the Lord began to stir him…
Judges 15:1-8 (NIV) Later on, at the time of wheat harvest, Samson took a young goat and went to visit his wife. He said, “I’m going to my wife’s room.” But her father would not let him go in. 2 “I was so sure you hated her,” he said, “that I gave her to your companion. Isn’t her younger sister more attractive? Take her instead.”

3 Samson said to them, “This time I have a right to get even with the Philistines; I will really harm them.” 4 So he went out and caught three hundred foxes and tied them tail to tail in pairs. He then fastened a torch to every pair of tails, 5 lit the torches and let the foxes loose in the standing grain of the Philistines. He burned up the shocks and standing grain, together with the vineyards and olive groves.

6 When the Philistines asked, “Who did this?” they were told, “Samson, the Timnite’s son-in-law, because his wife was given to his companion.” So the Philistines went up and burned her and her father to death. 7 Samson said to them, “Since you’ve acted like this, I swear that I won’t stop until I get my revenge on you.” 8 He attacked them viciously and slaughtered many of them.
Judges 15:14-16 (NIV) As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward him shouting. The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him. The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped from his hands. 15 Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a thousand men. 16 Then Samson said, “With a donkey’s jawbone I have made donkeys of them. With a donkey’s jawbone I have killed a thousand men.”
Judges 16:15-22 (NIV) Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when you won’t confide in me? This is the third time you have made a fool of me and haven’t told me the secret of your great strength.” 16 With such nagging she prodded him day after day until he was sick to death of it. 17 So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been used on my head,” he said, “because I have been a Nazirite dedicated to God from my mother’s womb. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, and I would become as weak as any other man.”
18 When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, “Come back once more; he has told me everything.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned with the silver in their hands. 19 After putting him to sleep on her lap, she called for someone to shave off the seven braids of his hair, and so began to subdue him.[c] And his strength left him. 20 Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.” But he did not know that the Lord had left him. 21 Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they set him to grinding grain in the prison. 22 But the hair on his head began to grow again after it had been shaved.

Judges 16:27-31 (NIV) Now the temple was crowded with men and women; all the rulers of the Philistines were there, and on the roof were about three thousand men and women watching Samson perform. 28 Then Samson prayed to the Lord, “Sovereign Lord, remember me. Please, God, strengthen me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 29 Then Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other, 30 Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived.
31 Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him. They brought him back and buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel twenty years.

Hebrews 11:32-34 (NIV) And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.
Romans 12:9 (NIV) Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord.
