Champion 2 – “Chosen”
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about someone who is a personal hero for you?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
In this Connect Group series, we are talking about being Champions. We want to be champions. We want to be victorious. Last week we talked about what the world considers “winning” compared to what it means to be winning in God’s Kingdom. And we looked at the story of David from 1 Samuel 16. To the world, David looked like a forgettable shepherd boy - the youngest of his brothers – by no means a champion. But God doesn’t look at outward appearances. David’s heart for service and his love for God made him a Champion in God’s kingdom. Q- But why did God send Samuel to anoint David at this point in the story?

This happens before the former king, Saul, had died. Before David has become a mighty and respected warrior. Before David defeated the giant Goliath. Before David got a job playing music in King Saul’s court. Before anyone even knew who David was. Before all this God sends Samuel to anoint David as king of Israel.  
There could be several reasons why God wanted David anointed at this time. In 1 Samuel 15, Saul was told, “…the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel.” God was already looking to who would replace Saul as king over Israel, even though David is still a boy and is not yet ready to rise to the throne of the land.
Anointing David also had symbolic and prophetic meaning. Q- How does this act prefigure Jesus Christ?
David was anointed king by God before hardly anyone knew who he was. And it would be a long time before the world recognized him as King. Jesus has been the King of Kings since the creation of the world, but it was a long time before people recognized Him as king.  He was our King before we knew Him. 
Q- How do you think David felt about being anointed by Samuel? Q- Could God have been using this to encourage David as well? How?
We are told that after David was anointed the Spirit of the Lord was powerfully active in David’s life. Could David’s anointing and the Holy Spirit have helped give him the boldness to challenge Goliath? David could stand up to Goliath secure in the knowledge that God had promised to make him King of Israel. Now imagine, if David hadn’t been anointed, he may not have known that he could defeat the Giant. And if David hadn’t killed Goliath, all of Israel might have been defeated. By sending Samuel to anoint David, God let David know that God called him to be a champion.
Well, that’s great for David, but what does that mean for us? Q- Have we also been called to be champions?
YES!!! You are called to be a champion! You are called to do mighty things in God’s Kingdom! Through Jesus Christ you are a child of God! Q- What are some promises that God has given us?
We should remember the promises that God has made, and remember the mighty things He has helped us to do. Q- Can anyone share a time God helped you to triumph?
God has called us all to be champions. We are all capable of doing mighty things in service to God. The Holy Spirit is available to each of us. If you haven’t received the Holy Spirit or you want to know more about it, talk to us. God has called you and given you His Spirit in order to encourage you! When you face a giant remember God’s Word, remember His promises, remember things He has done in your life, and then step out boldly in faith.
Internal Q- Do you feel like a champion? Has God done mighty things in your life? Do you believe God can do mighty things through you? Are you willing to step out in faith to triumph for God?
VISION- God wants to encourage us. 
Encourage someone’s faith this week by sharing how God has helped you.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Samuel 16:13 NIV
So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David.
1 Samuel 16:21, 23 NIV

David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul liked him very much, and David became one of his armor-bearers. 23 Whenever the spirit from God came on Saul, David would take up his lyre and play. Then relief would come to Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him.
1 Samuel 17:37 NIV

 The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with you.”
1 Samuel 17:50 NIV

So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.
1 Samuel 18:5-7 NIV

Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well.6 When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres. 7 As they danced, they sang: “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.”
VISION- God wants to encourage us. 
Encourage someone’s faith this week by sharing how God has helped you.
