Champion 1 – “Winning”
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Have you ever won something?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE

SCRIPTURE READ
We want to win in life. We don’t wake up in the morning, brush our teeth, comb our hair, get dressed, fill up on breakfast, and head out the door in hopes of failure, devastation, and loss. We set out for success, increase, and victory. We want to win in life. Q- What does “winning” in life look like for you personally?

“Winning” is defined differently by people. In 2011 Actor Charlie Sheen, of 2 1/2 Men tv show fame, gave an insane interview where he described his out of control drug, alcohol, and sexual addiction as “winning.” What is shocking is, Charlie said this as he was losing his job, contracting HIV, and becoming the punchline of a joke. Winning can sometimes be an illusion or even a delusion. We need to understand what “winning” in life really is. 
We may think that “winning” is seeing tangible results. Our society demands results and has a “what have you done for me lately?” attitude. If we don’t see results, then we don’t feel like we are winning. If we don’t see results fast enough, often enough, or big enough we feel like losers. Q- Do you think this is harmful? Why? Have you ever done this?
And on the occasion that you actually win and have a big accomplishment, we often are so obsessed with what we need to do next, that we forget to celebrate the victory win. We move on from one victory too quickly in pursuit of the next. Q- Do you think it is harmful? Why? Have you ever done this? 
David was a forgotten son in 1 Samuel 16. When the prophet Samuel came to visit David’s house, everyone was invited but David. Q- What does it feel like to be forgotten? Share your story.
Everyone knows what it feels like to be forgotten or looked over. We can all relate to David being left out. It didn’t look like David was “winning.” David didn’t have the results we equate with winning. He was just forgotten shepherd boy. Q- But was David winning in this story? Explain why.
Results are great. We want to see results in our life. Absolutely true but Winning is so much more than results. Success is more than what people think about you. Being a hero is beyond what your bank account says. Just because you weren’t invited doesn’t mean you are losing. You were looked over for that job, but that does not define you.
Winning is defined differently by people. We said that earlier. Verse 7 reveals the key to winning with God. Q- What is it? [Heart] Q- Does this mean God does not care about results? (No. God cares about results, but he expects those results to flow from good hearts.)

Q- How did David have a “winning” heart? How was he victorious in God when others weren’t? 

Judging our value on results will always set us up to lose. God looks on the heart. God looked on David’s heart and insisted that David be invited when others overlooked him. David had many winning moments in his future. Q- Name some of them. (Defeats Goliath, becomes king, wealth, great warrior, close to God)
Internal Q- Do you feel like you are losing or winning? Are you more focused on results that your heart? What does God see when He sees your heart? Do you have sin you need God to forgive you of right now? Will you stop living that life of sin and live for God? Do you really believe that God can call you into great things just like He did David?

VISION- We need a heart that wins with God. Before our next gathering do a selfless act that honors God from your heart.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Samuel 16:5-13 NIV
5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”

12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David.
VISION- We need a heart that wins with God.

Before our next gathering do a selfless act that honors God from your heart.
