Can You Relate…
…To God
Lesson 2
Icebreaker:  Share a time when you had to interact with a person with whom you had absolutely nothing in common. 
By and large we form relationships on the basis of commonality.  Shared experiences, values, and opinions.   The Bible gives us the basis for relationships in the Book of Amos.
Amos 3:3 Can two walk together, except they be agreed?
In order to walk together two individuals must have agreement on the major things in their world, they must be in agreement about the major ideas around which their life is built, they must be in agreement on the major priorities of life. 
How do you agree with and consequently walk with someone that is completely alien, distinct, and different from you? 

This is the big challenge in building a relationship with God. 

Let’s look at a couple of truths about God.
I Peter 1:16 Be ye Holy for I am Holy; saith the Lord.
One of the many understandings of the word “Holy” is “Other”.   In other words, whatever we, as humans are, God is completely other, distinct, and different.   Scripture bears this out.
Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.  9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
God does not think like me, nor I like He. 

God does not move in the same way or places that I do.

The difference in how God is and what God does and how I am and what I do is so vast that there is not a geographical distance on earth that aptly compares our difference. 
This “otherness” of God can make relationship with God seem impossible.  How can I possibly relate to a being who can speak worlds into existence?  How can a being of unlimited power possibly relate to me in my struggle?  I can worship such a being.   Indeed when I really think of God in those terms I am compelled to worship, but to relate?   To come into agreement with and walk with such a being?  That is a HUGE challenge.   

Question:  Does the otherness of God, the holiness of God, how radically different God is from us, create a challenge for you in actually maintaining an ongoing relationship with God?  
Remember the first lesson of this series?  We were created for relationship.  The very first relationship man enjoyed was with God.  This distance between us was not always so vast.  Man was created for God’s pleasure. 

Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.
The Fall robbed us of much, and chief among what was lost was that relationship between God and man.   Just as the relationship between God and man  preceded human relationships it should also be the first among relationships in our lives now.   As a matter of fact, much damage done in human relationships is because of an absence of a vibrant God relationship in a life.  When God is not active in our life we attempt to draw from human relationships what only God can provide.   We make incredible demands on our friends, family, children, and spouses, in an attempt to get from them what we should be getting from a relationship with God.  

Question:  What are you expecting from a human relationship that can really only be provided by God?  Validation?  Self-Worth?  Forgiveness for sin?   

Since we know we were created for relationship with God as well as with other humans we know relationship with God is possible.  God does not create need in us that does not have legitimate fulfillment.  He is not cruel and He does not tease us. 

We were created with a need for rest, He gave us sleep. 

We were created with a need for nourishment, He gave us food.

We were created with thirst, He gave us water. 

We were created with a need for beauty, He gave us a world filled with beauty.

We were created with sexual desire, He gave us marriage and the fulfillment of that desire. 

Every need created in us has a legitimate fulfillment.  So does our need for relationship with God. 

But there is this vast space between us.  And every human attempt to bridge that space fails.  Religion is the story of humanity trying to close the gap between us and God and thereby have the relationship with Him we crave. 

· Hinduism is an endless cycle of reincarnation that breeds despair. 

· Islam demands a rigid adherence to endless laws that only serve to highlight the distance and difference between us and deity. 

· Buddhism teaches that we will never actually touch deity, we will simply be absorbed into it.   Like some kind of spiritual insects being morphed into the collective. 

· Every sin sacrifice of Judaism reminded the adherents that all they were doing was delaying the acknowledgement that there was an impossible void between us and God. 

Only in Christianity do you see God bridging the gap so He can relate to us and we to Him. 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
Who and what was Jesus?   Jesus is God coming among us so we can walk with Him,
Matthew 1:23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

I Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh…

II Corinthians 8: 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
He came across the divide and became a man.

He came closer and became poor.

He came closer and became sin.  

Phillipians 2:6 Christ, Who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to cling to, 7 but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!
That vast void created by Sin in Genesis was bridged by the Incarnation.  God becoming man.  And as we will see in subsequent lessons in this series, that is a key to relationships.  Someone has to bridge a gap and enter into another’s world, often setting their rights aside to make the relationship possible.  

Can you relate to God?   With God?   He bridged a gulf so vast we cannot measure it in space and time to make sure you can.  He insured that the need you have for relationship with Him can be fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  

Jesus was given so that humanity does not have to try to have relationship with a faceless, distant, entity.  In the words of Max Lucado, in Jesus “God came near.”  
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