Can You Relate…
…To Your Church
Lesson 4
How Americans think about their relationship to their church has changed dramatically in the past couple decades. According to Barna research group;

· Where most Americans interacted with their church on average three times a week 20 years ago, they now interact with their church three times a month. 

· 20 years ago the most common descriptive an individual used to describe their relationship with their church was “I belong to…”   “I belong to First Community Church.”  Now the most common descriptive is “I attend…”  “I attend First Community Church.”
· 20 years ago it was not uncommon for families to schedule vacation around their commitment to their church.  

The list goes on and on.   The bottom line is there has been a quantum shift in how Americans think about their relationship with church.   We have moved from community to consumer.  Most people’s relationship with their church is not unlike their relationship with their favorite restaurant or shopping spot.   We like the atmosphere, we like the service(s) provided, we want it to succeed because we like what we get from it, but we feel little obligation to personally sacrifice to make sure it succeeds.
This is not what God had in mind when He created the church.  We are given a very complete picture of what the church was to be in the book of Acts.  Let’s look at one small segment of that description. But before we do; a question…
Question: If you have been part of a church over a long period of time, share how relationship with your church has changed.

The Book of Acts is the history of the first church.   Here is what Acts says about that first church.  
Acts 5:12 They were all with one accord in Solomon's porch

From these brief passages and from the story of the first church a clear picture of how the church is to function emerges.  And one thing is very clear, the church was not just another consumer driven entity that was to market itself well, and cater to the preferences of a target audience.  

The first thing that is noticed is that the church was not confined to building.  

It was at the temple gate the lame man was healed. 

It was in the streets that healing came. 

It was in a home that a prayer meeting took place that opened the jail and freed the Apostle Peter.  

It was not a one-stop shopping big box spiritual warehouse.   It was an active force in the community.   The church is not defined by the building. The church is Jesus Christ lived out through the lives of His people.  Church is not primarily about you coming to get what you need, it is about coming to get what the world around us needs, and then taking it them. 
Lets read further…

Acts 2:46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart.

The second thing that stands out is that the church was an interactive community. 
They had all things common…

From house to house, breaking bread…

They continued in one accord…

They shared what was important to them with those that were important to them.  There was a lot of fellowship, they was a harmony of purpose in their lives.  

They were not a disparate group of people who met once a week to celebrate common doctrine and beliefs.  

If you read a bit further you will see where the church took it upon themselves to care for the widows, the socially and economically disenfranchised.  
They were involved and invested in each other’s lives.   

The church was not meant to be another consumer entity catering to the specific spiritual taste of a target group.  It was meant to be an interactive community. 

In light of all of this we need to reframe the thinking in this lesson.   The question is not so much can you relate to your church but rather, how do you relate to your church.

A consumer expects to be catered to, treated like a customer, accommodated, and their primary concern is “Am I getting what I need out of this relationship?”

An involved community member looks for opportunities to serve, share, and make the community better.  And their primary concern is “Am I contributing what only I can to this community?” 
Throughout the New Testament we are reminded over and over, that the church was all about one another.

Question: Do you relate to your church more like a consumer?  Or more like an involved member of the community?
The church is where we are to start living out the teaching of Jesus.  

This is how an early leader of the church said we are to relate to the church…

Philippians 2: 1 -4If you've gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a heart, if you care— then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends. Don't push your way to the front; don't sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. Don't be obsessed with getting your own advantage. Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand.
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