
Answer for Tough Questions :Questions Questions Questions 6    
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  I hate being asked or told…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 


Life is full of tough questions. This Connect Group series has been full of your tough questions. We’ve taken time to discuss – “Is the Bible the Word of God? Can it be trusted?,” “Is Jesus really the only way?,” “Who, where, why is Satan & Evil,” and “why do bad things happen to good people?” We are to “always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” In light of that, we are going to throw out a bunch of your questions here tonight.  Here goes.
Q- We are offered the chance to be redeemed for our sin through Jesus and this is called free will… but why aren’t we given the choice of whether to be born? Is that really free will?

We could also add the following…  We had NO choice whether to be born a sinner or not a sinner - "ALL have sinned and come short of the glory of God." We had NO choice as to who are parents were, our genetic make-up, the place or circumstances of our birth, our heighth, our nationality, physical characteristics, or whether or not we were born with or without birth defects. We have NO choice as to the circumstances nor experiences that go into making up our subconscious mind which determines in large part how we react to situations and how we make decisions.

Perhaps there is a difference between Control & Free Will.  These things like being born are out of our control.. There are actually in someone else’s control. Your parents controlled your birth.  Of course some situations are beyond any of our control – birth defects and height for example.  Although some things are out of our control we do have a free will that starts with how we respond to the things we can’t control.
Q- We should “Love the sinner, hate the sin.” This means Jesus loves gay people, but not their gayness. This seems at odds… How can I love them in a Godly way without loving all of them? Doesn’t Jesus love all of me?
Oil and Water are poured into the same jar.  What happens?  [They separate]  Is that because the water hates the oil? No it’s because of magic!  No no, just kidding.  It’s density.  This is a simple example of how some things just don’t mix. The Holiness of God and the Sin of humanity don’t mix… in fact they couldn’t ever be in the same glass together.  There was once a man named Uzzah who touched the ark of covenant and died instantly. Because of our sinful flesh the holiness of God would actually destroy us on contact… gives new meaning why God came in the flesh…  But the point is this…  God’s holiness would kill us instantly – but this doesn’t mean He hates us.  God loves people who live the homosexual lifestyle, in fact he loves them as much as anyone else – no less or more.  Let’s go further… He feels the same way about their – quote unquote – “Gayness” as he does your lying, lust, or hate…
God loves all of you but in order for Him to embrace you he must take your sin away. We focus a lot on certain sins like homosexuality.  The truth is that it is no different from any other sin.

We can love Homosexuals in a Godly way.  We should have deeper insight on God’s love because we too are sinners.
Last point on this…  God sees us separate from our sin.  This makes it possible for our redemption.  We should see people separate from their sin as well and love them no matter the sin.

Q-  Just as alcoholics and codependents are parents and those are sins… from a Christian perspective… why can’t gay people be parents (through adoption)?
There are two ways to see everything. Here they are. #1 How the world should be.  This is a view where God’s will is always done.  #2 How the world chooses to be.  This is a view where God’s will is not always done.

The church world often makes a mistake with these two views.  We want to copy paste view #1 – How the world should be upon view #2 – How the world is.

Again Homosexuality is a sin lightning rod. Sin is sin. The wage of any sin is death… Alcoholism, greed, envy, lust, pride, adultery, fornication… these are all equal with homosexuality. Sin is sin.  So in this way this question is very valid… So what do we do?

We keep striving, praying, preaching, discussing… for a view #1 world.  We must stop ranking sin… our hearts should be as moved by the family trapped in alcoholism as the family trapped in sexual sin.

This is a world where God’s will is not always done. Our government doesn’t always do the will of God.  It doesn’t bring glory to God if someone legislates God’s will – He values free will.  What glorifies God is the image of His son Jesus Christ.  When our lives look like Jesus it glorifies God – regardless of our surrounding world.  

So let the government legislate this issue, let people decide their view, and decide for yourself to live out Christ!!
Q- Sometimes men in the church are discipled/mentored by the pastor/ministry team. Who is supposed to do this for the women? We aren’t EVER mentored or taught one on one with a pastor or other male members because that breaks propriety.
Romans 14:16 Therefore do not let what you know is good be spoken of as evil.
The context with this scripture is actual about Hebrew dietary law and whether or not to live by it. The ruling was – eat whatever you like, but don’t do anything in a way that would offend or upset…  There are some things that we do that aren’t a sin but could call us into question.  …Some things that are shared on facebook for example.  It is good to having your opinion… you might even be right… but did you just offend someone and is that acting in love...?  This speaks to this situation because discipling someone is always good… however, when a man and women are hanging out 1 on 1 people will start talking… not about the good, but about the perceived evil.

Why should I care what people think?  Because you represent Christ!  Your testimony matters… This is what Paul was saying in Romans 14:16

So how do we disciple women. 2 easy answers.  #1 We do it in groups larger than 1 on 1. Perhaps we leverage the power of the internet and make a video that is easily shared.  #2 Women can disciple women 1 on 1. Women that are seasoned with wisdom and experience should especially look to disciple others around them.
Titus 2:  3 teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.
The truth is that we should all be making disciples!  Not just the pastoral staff.
Q- People say… “New Testament is the new law and we don’t have to live by the old testament anymore…”  But why then do we still think that things like tattoos are a sin, if they are forbidden under the old testament law and not New Testament. How do we know what parts of the old testament to follow and which to not follow.
Let’s talk tattoos first.  Leviticus 19:28 “You shall not make any cuts in your body for the dead nor make any tattoo marks on yourselves: I am the LORD.”

At first glance Leviticus 19 seems to indicate that tattoo is forbidden for Christians. To comprehend the Scripture correctly, we must always examine the whole of Scripture and look at the particular context of a given passage. If we neglect deep study we will never truly understand the intent of the author. The “tattoo” marks described were clearly related to false religious practices as is the entire chapter!

The tattoo of today is much different than it was for those who originally received the Pentateuch. Today tattoo is a decorative means of self-expression and personal decoration. In our current culture people modify their appearance for beauty in many ways such as clothing choice, makeup, plastic surgery, haircutting and coloring, weight loss, body-building, and ear piercing. 

So that answers tattoos.  Now in general – We should always look into the context of scripture be it new or old testament.  

Galatians 3: 24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
The Old Testament is to lead us and teach us towards Christ. Many of the restrictions of the old testament we are not under… Jesus Christ fulfills ALL OF THE LAW…  We talk about this a lot -  The Pharisees asked Jesus what the greatest law was… His answer was LOVE.  Love the Lord… Love your neighbor as yourself… on this hangs all the law.

So when we read the Old Testament we should read in the context of Christ.

Q- How can God be loving when we read passages like 2 Kings 2:23-24? 
2 Kings 2: 23 From there Elisha went up to Bethel. As he was walking along the road, some boys came out of the town and jeered at him. “Get out of here, baldy!” they said. “Get out of here, baldy!” 24 He turned around, looked at them and called down a curse on them in the name of the Lord. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the boys.
God is Love.  God is merciful.  But here are 42 dead boys.  ..All because they called the prophet bald.  Seems harsh.
Here are some things we can learn.  #1 God is to be respected. Men of God are to be respected. Elisha was a prophet. A prophet is the mouthpiece of God. You need to respect that. #2 You always reap what you sow. There are stories where people blessed this prophet and they were blessed. Here is a story where this prophet was mocked and cursed and in turn the mockers were cursed. #3 To receive the prophet is to receive God. To not receive the prophet is to not receive God.  We stand by the fact God is love and mercy. These 42 boys had God’s prophet in front of them – They did not receive the prophet and in turn did not receive God. When they rejected the prophet they rejected God… little did they know that they were likewise rejecting God’s protection and that there were 2 bears nearby.
Scripture says Elisha cursed them.  This doesn’t mean he said a bad word or spoke a hex or spell upon them.  The Hebrew word “Kalal” means – to be swift or to be light as in to show “light esteem.” The English is kind of misleading here and leads us to picture the prophet pointing his finger and speaking something that is scary and dark clouds and winds start swirling and the wrath of God was enacted out of rage… We never read in the story that Elisha was mad, angry or wrathful. It is possible, given the meaning of “kalal” that he simply prayed “may they receive their reward for their rebellion” or even “God show them you aren’t to be messed with or rejected” or something in that vein of “light regard.”  The main focus of the story is the rejection of the prophet – The consequence stems from that.
We have no idea what God is protecting us from some times. This story is a reminder to receive God every time.   To reject God is to reject heaven, love, healing, protection.  God is always love, but sometimes we reject that love.

[wrap it up and pray]
<Prayer>

Vision:  Living Dead this Sunday!  
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)

15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,

