
Answer for Tough Questions :Why do bad things happen to good people? 5    
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the last good movie you saw.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 


Life is full of tough questions. Having faith doesn’t mean you have answered all of life’s questions! If our faith is real and true it should stand up against questions and scrutiny. This week we try to answer the Tough Question: “Why do bad things happen to good people?” We received this question in several forms… Why are kids born with disabilities? Why does God allow evil, sickness, disease, child abuse? I have a friend that doesn’t believe in God because his young sister has a debilitating disease. How do I as a Christian minister to Him?     …Let’s start with a question…
Q- What might be some of the emotions involved in asking this question?  
This world is full of bad things. Disease, starvation, rape, murder…. A 12 year old girl dying of leukemia as her mother cries. A doctor who fights to save lives is killed in a wreck with a drunk driver. An entire family dies of starvation and lack of clean drinking water in Africa. An innocent child watches as his parent’s marriage falls apart and thinks that it is somehow his fault.  Let’s not white wash it with generalities... real bad things happen and we are left with the question “why do bad things happen to good people?”
Q- Is God responsible for the bad things that happen? If this loving God has the power to stop this bad, then why doesn’t he?

Q- How would you define Good people? 

We all have differing definitions for good.  What you call a “good” movie might make others cringe. The same goes for food or fashion. We also seem to just good through comparison. We far too often look at others and think “I’m not perfect… but atleast I’m not as bad as them… I’m better than them…  

Q- What does Jesus say about “Good People?”

Jesus said “No one is good—except God alone.”

Q- What do you think Jesus meant?  “No one is good?”
We humans have a holier than thou mentality, a mentality that ranks people as good or bad. Not only do we rank good & bad, we rank how good and how bad. We rank sins from lesser to greater. Bernie Madoff stole all that money, but at least he didn’t kill anyone like Osama Bin Laden or James Holmes the Movie Theater shooter.
Jesus tells us in Luke 18 that we all “rank” the same. Romans 3:23 says we all fall short. You may not like to hear it but… None of us are “Good.”  However when man was created God ranked man as “Good,”  but because of the lie of Satan (who we talked about last week) we fell into sin and we are no longer good.  All of us rank the same. So the question “why do bad things happen to good people” is built with this misconception that we rank, and we do not.
I know that doesn’t bring a lot of comfort! It never feels “good” to be told you are not “good.”  It is important however for 2 reasons!  #1 We must understand we are sinners and need God’s mercy, grace, & salvation. #2 This should be a great equalizer for humanity. The millionaire and the homeless man are seen equal in God’s eyes and should be equal in ours.  The supermodel and the teenager fighting body image and a skin condition are equal. The smart and the retarded, the shy wall flower and the homecoming king, the democrat, republican, tea party, occupy wall streeter… God sees them equal.  We should also. There should be some peace and comfort in that. 
Q- Why do people do wicked things?  Where does it come from?  [It comes from inside]  

Our heart is deceitful and wicked (Jer 17). Our mind is God’s enemy (Rom8).  We follow our heart, we follow our mind… and it leads us wickedly. 
Q- Is human suffering God’s will? Why or why not?
Good meaning Christians have caused lots of damage here with statements like… “Just have faith… God’s trying to make you stronger and prepare you for what’s coming” or “That hurricane happened in New Orleans because God is judging that sinful city.” 
Q- Does God’s will always happen?  Explain.   
If God’s will always happened, then we wouldn’t have free will. We would be robots that were programmed to carry out the will of God.  Now if, hypothetically, God were to program all of us to carry out His will alone and the world still look as it does today… that would be real bad. That would mean God’s will was rape, murder, hatred… It would be God carrying out those acts…  But not so… His will does not always happen as 2 Peter 3:9 says - God’s will is for us all to repent, for us to live with Him in heaven. Sadly this does not always happen.
Q- So why do these bad things happen?  

We are in a spiritual warzone. Light and darkness are warring against each other and sometimes, as in every war, Collateral damage happens. Collateral damage is a side effect of war… injured civilians, destroyed buildings, ruined cities are left in the wake of war. This war wasn’t God will, mankind’s will is what brought this on us. The bad things that happen in this world are the collateral damage, the side effects of this war.
As we discussed last week, Satan’s only goal is to thwart God’s plan. Satan really doesn’t have a beef with you… he really doesn’t consider you his enemy… His beef and enemy is God and because you matter to God you are a target. You are in a warzone, but you aren’t in this alone.  Jesus Christ has stepped into this warzone. Jesus took the worst this world had to offer and He did it for you. The worst happened to the best person this world has ever seen – for your benefit. Why did bad things happen to this good person named Jesus… you are the reason why. 
<Prayer>
God I’m sorry I don’t always understand it when bad things happen….
Vision:  Don’t be afraid to ask tough questions! Share your knowledge with other people.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Romans 8:7 (NIV)
7the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so.
Jeremiah 17:9-10 (NKJV)
9 “ The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it? 10 I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind,
Luke 18:18-19 (NIV)

18A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

 19"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 

Romans 3:23 (NIV)

23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)

9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

