
Answer for Tough Questions :If God is Love.. Why is there a Hell? (2 of 3)     
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Sing the first song you thought that uses LOVE in its lyric. 
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture

Life is full of tough questions. Having faith doesn’t mean you have answered all of life’s questions! Last week we answered “Why do bad things happen to good people.” We unpacked that question, and with every ones help worked through some misconceptions. We are going to need every ones help again this week.  The question: If God is Love… Why is there a Hell?  You might hear it phrased… How can a loving God send people to Hell?
Q- Let’s start with the 1st part of the question.  “If God is Love…”  Is God love?? Defend that point...
Scripture is very straightforward on this subject. It tells us “God is Love.” The entire Bible is one giant picture of how God loves his creation… The Bible shows how God is not willing to walk away from a hurting humanity.  Humanity has never treated God well!  We lied to him in the Garden of Eden, we complained after he set us free from slavery in Egypt, we kept turning to false God’s rather than Him, we even killed His Son!  Yet… God still loves us… not because we have earned that love… but because he is love.  If we’ve earned anything from God it would be Hatred… but he gives us, as John 15 says, the greatest Love. 
Q- What is Hell?  Is Hell real? What do we know about it?  {This will get heavy… Address the heaviness}
Of the scriptures we read tonight we know Hell is eternal suffering and destruction, a place of fire, and a place away from the Presence of the LORD, and it was a place prepared for the devil and his angels.. not humans!  

There are over 50 scriptures that mention or make reference to Hell. It’s not like there are only two scriptures in the Bible that talk about hell and we twist them to make them say something… Yet there are a surprising amount of Christians who don’t believe in a literal hell.   

Q- Why would someone not believe in a literal Hell?

Hell is a terrible place! God is Love. Hell is destruction and torment. God is our friend.

Q- How can God be love, yet send people to Hell?

Here’s a misconception… that God sends us to hell. God gives us the desires that we want… whether they be good or bad. (Rom 1:24, Psalm 37:4)

If we desire His presence and His rule in this life, He will give us an eternity of His presence and rule. This is the purpose of Heaven. If we desire a life free from His presence and His rule, He will give us an eternity free from His presence and rule. This is the purpose of Hell.  God isn’t sending us, people are choosing to go.

Q- Is God being unfair to give us a choice/free will?

Silly question right? Kind of absurd, but most people who argue God is cruel, have no charge to bring against God, except that He gives us free will.   This free will to seek God is what will take us to heaven.
Q- {Internal} Am I living life like I believe in an eternity.  We say we believe in heaven and hell, but do our lives say it?  Am I living a life that seeks God’s presence? What needs to change in my life?  
Vision:  If as we were talking, you had doubt and fears about where you will spend eternity… we need to talk. We want you to know what it means to trust in Jesus.
If as we were talking, you thought of someone who isn’t on their way to heaven… you need to talk to them! If you don’t how to do that you need to talk to us.  -   Remember to invite people to Connect Group!  

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
1 John 4:8 (NIV)
Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
John 15:13 (NIV)
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
2 Thessalonians 1:9 (NIV)
They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord
Matthew 10:28
And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
Matthew 25:41

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.

Revelation 20:14-15
The lake of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.
2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)

9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

Romans 1:24-25 (Message)
So God said, in effect, "If that's what you want, that's what you get." It wasn't long before they were living in a pigpen, smeared with filth, filthy inside and out. And all this because they traded the true God for a fake god, and worshiped the god they made instead of the God who made them
Psalm 37:4 (NIV)
Take delight in the LORD, 
   and he will give you the desires of your heart.
