Tough Questions : How can I be sure the Bible is God's word?

· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the first time you lied or were dishonest.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE

· EDIFICATION: 


Can our faith stand up against scrutiny?  If your faith is real and true it should stand up against all scrutiny. If even a part of your faith is false, it should be quickly revealed with scrutiny and logical questions.  As Christians we shouldn’t run from scrutiny and logical questioning. We should not throw our hands up when someone talks science. We shouldn’t use faith as a blanket statement to avoid tough questions.   We, as Christians, should understand the struggle of faith… seeing something you can’t see is perplexing. As Christians we need to be able to convey faith, that it is more than emotionalism, circular reasoning, and religious ritualism.   Here is a question we have to have answered… How can I be sure the Bible is God's word?

Q- Have you ever asked that question? How does this question make you feel?

Remember: If the Bible is truly God’s Word then it should stand up to scrutiny… Let’s set up ground rules…
Q- How can we DIS-PROVE the Bible?  [Find it to be unreliable or contradictory] 
Q- Who wrote the Bible? Can its source be trusted? (God Breathed and Inspired (2 Tim3:16) God Prompted (2 Pet 1)

God moved on people to write the word of God. All kinds of people… Farmers, Egyptian Princes, Doctors, Fishermen, Servants, Kings, tax collectors, musicians… very diverse collection of authors. Very few authors were contemporaries (living during the same time).  The Bible’s writing stretches over 1500 years from Job to Revelation.  Historians note that different literary periods shift over a few decades and bring changes in subject and social opinion… However in the Bible’s case we have 1.5 millennia with 1 unchanging subject and opinion.
People have a habit of putting their own ideas and opinions in what they write… Can you imagine the difference of opinion between a farmer, a king, a fisherman, a doctor, and a tax collector? These different backgrounds bring different opinions… This should cause contradictions in the bible… Except remember 1 Peter tells us that they wrote not from their hearts but from God’s prompting. 
Q- Is the Bible historically reliable? Didn’t people change the bible over time to push their agenda?
Let’s talk fact.  The Bible is unquestionably the world's all-time bestseller with an estimated 6 billion+ copies in print. The Bible was completed in its entirety nearly 2,000 years ago and stands today as the best-preserved literary work of all antiquity, with over 24,000 ancient New Testament manuscripts discovered so far (compare this with the second best-preserved literary work of all antiquity, Homer's Iliad, with only 643 preserved manuscripts discovered thus far). The printing press wasn't invented until the 1450's, but we have hand-written copies of the Old Testament dating back to the 200's BC. Remarkably, these ancient manuscripts are nearly identical to the Bible we read today. (Taken from allabouttruth.org)
If the Bible was being altered to support agenda over time these 24,000+ manuscripts would be an absolute disaster and be far from identical. It would be a “this says this” and “that says that” situation. That would be unreliable.  This is not the situation we find with the Bible’s manuscripts.
With a 100 years of the New Testament being completed it was Canonized.  In other words church leaders looked over all these manuscripts and decided which were trustworthy and reliable. If it wasn’t trustworthy or reliable it wasn’t canonized and doesn’t show up in your bible. If a manuscript showed up that had been changed, perhaps to push someone’s agenda, it was removed. So the Bible was not changed over time to push someone’s agenda. This canonization of Scripture happened within 100 years of the Apostles.

Do you know when the Koran was canonized?  [1924]

Q- Thoughts or questions on that?

The Koran which was written by 1 man – Mohammed – should have been a lot easier to canonize.  It wasn’t.   There were many disagreements within their manuscripts. The Word of God should be reliable and based on a comparison of canonization the Bible is far more reliable.
Also… the Bible isn’t a bunch of made up stories. People like, Moses, Abraham, David, Paul, Peter… Jesus really existed, as did places like Egypt, Jericho, the Temple in Jerusalem. History bears that out. A Terrible Flood, The Earth standing still, Christ’s Death and Resurrection are confirmed by historical accounts and even Scientific Study. The Bible is not a bunch of made up stories.     
Ok… the Bible stands up to all kinds of scrutiny. It is miraculous in how it’s put together and totally reliable… but…  
Q- How can you prove the Bible is God’s Word… written by His inspiration? How?
How much evidence is enough?  Bible Prophecy seems a good way validate divine authorship.  An astonishing 668 prophecies have been fulfilled and none have ever been proven false. This is a miracle! Is 668 fulfilled prophecies enough? 
Q- 
Have you ever heard of the writer John Grisham? How can you prove that he wrote any of his books like “the Firm” or “the Appeal.”  (You weren’t there to witness its writing…)(You kind of take it by faith)
The Bible claims to be "given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness" (2 Timothy 3:16). Of course, the Bible is not the only book to claim divine inspiration, but it is unique in that it offers substantial evidence to back its claims. It even goes so far as to challenge its readers to put it to the test, exhorting us to "Test all things" (1 Thessalonians 5:21).
Ultimately we can spout out amazing stats, and we have here tonight, but in the end more than facts and figures are needed. The best way to find if the Bible is true is to search it out yourself… after all it says “seek and ye shall find.”

Q- Tell us what you know to be true about the Bible. Why do you think it is authentic?

Clyde Fluitt, Chris Fluitt’s dad, has been teaching at a state facility for more than 30 years now. He teaches kids that have made such poor decisions that society is all but through with them. One day one such troubled youth asked “Mr. Fluitt, you’re a Christian, how do you know your God is real and that the Bible is true?” Clyde walked over to his desk where he kept an old King James Bible. He brought the Bible to the boy and told him to randomly find something and start reading it out loud. He started reading out loud and after about 4 verses he looked up at his teacher wondering what to do next. Clyde looked him in the eye and asked “how do you feel?” The student answered back “I feel better.” In 30 years of teaching this question has come up more than once, and the answer is always the same.
“The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life.”
Internal Q- If the Bible is what it claims to be… why do we skip out on Church where Bible Truth is being presented.  If the Bible is really “God Breathed” then why is hard for us to come to Connect Group where we will discuss the Bible?  If the Bible is truly the word of God… the God who loves us, created us, and redeems us… then why does it gather dust in our homes? If the Bible is true why aren’t we desperate to share it with everyone around us?   Do I really believe? Am I willing to start living like I really believe? 
Vision: His Word is Spirit and Life.  Try it for yourself and see.
Goals and Guidelines

1.
Grow in relationship with each other

2.
Grow in relationship with God

3.
Grow in number and multiply

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...

Stay on subject

Keep it short

Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!

Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
2 Peter 1:20-21 (The Message)
The prophetic Word was confirmed to us. You'll do well to keep focusing on it. It's the one light you have in a dark time as you wait for daybreak and the rising of the Morning Star in your hearts. The main thing to keep in mind here is that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of private opinion. And why? Because it's not something concocted in the human heart. Prophecy resulted when the Holy Spirit prompted men and women to speak God's Word.
2 Timothy 3:16-17 (The Message)
There's nothing like the written Word of God for showing you the way to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. Every part of Scripture is God-breathed and useful one way or another—showing us truth, exposing our rebellion, correcting our mistakes, training us to live God's way. Through the Word we are put together and shaped up for the tasks God has for us.
1 Thessalonians 5:20-21 (NIV)

20do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21Test everything. Hold on to the good.
John 6:63-64 (NIV)

63The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 64Yet there are some of you who do not believe."

