
Answer for Tough Questions: Questions     
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  I would love to know why…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· EDIFICATION: 


Welcome to our new series – Answers for tough questions. Over the next few weeks we will be discussing your questions about faith, God, the Bible, religion, and whatever else we can come up with. This is going to be an important series and we wanted to take the first week to set the vision and ask an important question.  Q- Is it ok to Question God?  To question is to doubt…right?  We shouldn’t doubt God right…?
Q- Can we think of someone in the Bible who questioned God?

The Psalmist asks “God... Why, When, Where, How, Who and What.” Jesus’ disciples asked Him… “Who are you?”, “Can you show us Your Father?”, “Where is heaven?”, “When you come into your kingdom who will sit at your right hand?” “Don’t you know what kind of woman she is?”, Don’t you know that’s a bar Jesus?”   Many of our scriptures we read tonight tell us to not take things at face value, but question…
He’s the God of the universe… He is able to stand up against scrutiny. God doesn’t have a self-esteem problem… He doesn’t become defensive or angry when He is questioned. In fact… you can’t really come to God without asking questions.  In order to seek God you have to be asking “Where are you…?” and “Do you really exist?” 
You should never feel bad about questioning God or scripture.  Your search for God should bring across many questions.  In fact we aren’t sure you should ever run out of questions!! As you continue on your journey with Christ the questions should keep coming.  

Q- Why should we take time to answer these tough questions?

Life is full of tough questions. Having faith doesn’t mean you have answered all of life’s questions! If our faith is real and true it should stand up against questions and scrutiny. We read in 1 Peter “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” We should be ready to answer someone’s questions about our Hope – Jesus Christ!  We should have a faith that is grounded in ANSWERS!! So well grounded, that we are always ready to answer. 
Q- What do you think God wants from us?
God wants honesty, sincerity, and openness. He is Father. Any good parent knows about the question phase of childhood.  It’s the phase where kids ask questions about everything… they even ask questions about questions… Good parents know not to squash the habit of asking questions. It’s healthy… Well the, how much more does God realize the health of us asking Him questions.
AND WHO BETTER TO ASK THAN GOD!?!  Seriously!  Way back in the Garden of Eden… How different would everything be if Eve would have asked God about this Snake…  
We want to be a community where you can bring your questions. God is cool with your questions and we are too. We don’t have all the answers but we believe He does.

Over the next few weeks we are going to diving into these questions.  We need your help!!  #1 We need your questions!  We can’t answer your questions if you don’t ask them. #2 Take the opportunity to ask your friends and family outside of Connect Group about their tough questions.  They would probably love to know they can ask questions.  It would also be a great way to invite them to Connect Group.

Internal Q- What questions do you need to ask?  Which of your friends are you going to ask for their questions?
<Prayer>
Vision:  Don’t be afraid to ask tough questions! And Invite your friends
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
1 Peter 3:15 (NIV)
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,
1 John 4:1-3
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.
Galatians 1:8 (NIV)
8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse!
2 Corinthians 11:13-14
13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.
