7 Sayings: Today…Paradise (2 of 7)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  If you could go anywhere, where would you like to visit?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
For several weeks we are discussing the last words of Jesus.  Jesus said seven things from the cross.  Some were directed at the crowd.  Some were addressed to God, like last week “Father, forgive them…”  Some were directed at specific people.  Next week we will look at Jesus’ last words to John and Mary.
Last words are important.  We often talk about someone’s “famous last words.”  If these are to be the last words a person speaks, they should make them count.  But Jesus wasn’t the only person speaking his “last words” on the day he was crucified.  Q – Who else spoke their last words? 
Two other men were being crucified along with Jesus.  It is important to remember that when a person is being crucified speaking and even breathing is very difficult.  Q – Looking at Matthew 27, what were these men saying with their dying breaths?  Q – Wait?!  Luke 23 says something different. Is this a contradiction? [No, events took place at different times, they were crucified all day.] Q – What changed the thief’s mind?  [He saw how Jesus reacted to the ridicule.  He heard Jesus pray for the crowd and for him.]
Q – What did the thief ask for?  Q – How did Jesus reply?  Q - What are your thoughts on this passage?
 Again, we’re talking about last words.  These men being crucified with Jesus were criminals; they were not influential men.  It is unlikely that anyone would care about their last words.  When someone is suffering they are usually less concerned with their words and more concerned with the words spoken to them.  Words of sympathy and comfort can make a big difference to someone in a time of affliction.
Q – When someone is approaching the end of their life what words might they want to hear?
Look at the words Jesus offered.  He makes the man a promise with two parts: “you will be with me in paradise.”  It’s easy to focus on the second part: Paradise.  Q – Where or what is Paradise?

To these men, being free from the agony of the cross would seem like paradise, but the Paradise that Jesus speaks of is even better.  Paradise is an ideal place.  “You will be in Paradise,” is the promise that “Your life will not end on this cross, and where you are going is better than where we are now.”  Paradise is heaven.  The Garden of Eden was Paradise.  Paradise is where God is, and where we can be with Him.


The first part of the promise is: “You will be with me…” Q – Why is this important?
This shows Jesus isn’t sending the man somewhere on his own.  He won’t be alone, Jesus is going with him.  This part confirms that where they are going is Paradise.  “I will not leave you.  You can go where I am going.”  This is the same promise that Jesus gave to his disciples.  Jesus has a place for this man as well.
The Bible doesn’t tell us anything else about this man.  Had he met Jesus before?  What was his crime?  We don’t even know his name.  And yet, he receives this wonderful promise directly from Jesus.  It is important to recognize how this illustrates God’s great love. Jesus came to save people, even while he was dying.
Q – What did this man do that resulted in him receiving this promise?
He repented – he turned from mocking Jesus.  He accepted Jesus and recognized his authority.  Look at the promise he received and compare it to the promise in Revelation 2:7.  He overcame.  He overcame his pride.  He overcame his doubts.  He overcame his anger and his sadness.  He overcame his current situation and reached out Jesus.  And we must do the same.  It doesn’t matter what we are going through, we can always reach out to Christ and recognize His authority over our lives.  This promise wasn’t just for him.  The promise of salvation is for anyone who repents and receives Christ.  And in any situation when we reach out to Jesus, we can take hold of the promise that greater things lay ahead and He will be with us.
Internal Q- Is there a situation in your life that you need to invite Jesus into?  Is there an area where you need to repent and reach out to Jesus?  Who in your life could you comfort with the words of God’s love?
Vision:We want to answer your questions about Mercy, Repentance, Salvation and the Gospel. You can text our anonymous line 214 856 0550 or ask us in person.   #ListenToTheCross   EASTER 4.4 Good Fri 4.2
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with God
2. Grow in relationship with each other
3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Isaiah 53:12 NIV
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
Matthew 27:4 NIV
44 In the same way the rebels who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.
Luke 23:39-43 NIV
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
Revelation 2:7 NASB
He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will grant to eat of the tree of life which is in the Paradise of God.
John 14:1-3 NIV
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”
Vision: We want to answer your questions  about Forgiveness, Repentance, Baptism, Infilling. You can text our anonymous line 214 856 0550 or ask us in person.   #ListenToTheCross
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