7 Sayings: Father Forgive (1 of 7)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a time you had to ask forgiveness…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
There is something significant about last words. We often remember the last thing someone said to us.  These words are usually weighty and meaningful. The greater importance someone had in our lives the more dearly we hold these last words.
There was a crowd gathered around 3 crosses. The Majority of the crowd was there because of the cross in the middle that held Jesus of Nazareth. There were those cheering his punishment and others grieving it – but regardless of their stance on Jesus, they all listened closely to His final words.  Over the next 6 weeks we invite you to listen as well.  Jesus had 7 sayings from the Cross. Q- Can you tell us something Jesus said from the cross? 
From the Cross Jesus prays “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.” This is a pretty well known saying, probably the best known saying of Jesus from the cross. Q- Share your thoughts on Jesus’ prayer.
Q- What are some of the bad things that happened to Jesus on the Cross?          

The persecution Jesus faced is worse than anything we can perhaps imagine. Movies like “The Passion of the Christ” do a good job of capturing some of the physical anguish, but how can you capture the mental and spiritual anguish… and feeling it is always more intense than seeing it. In other words, What Jesus suffered is worse than we can imagine.   Q- In light of this how amazing is the prayer of Jesus? Share.
Q- Was Jesus correct in His prayer? Did these people really not know what they were doing?

The people knew they were hurting this man. They knew they were killing him. Some knew he was innocent. Some knew he was the Messiah even... Some in the crowd were completely clueless. Some were simply onlookers with no opinion. Some cried as their friend, rabbi, or even son was crucified.  This crowd was all over the map… They most likely knew what they were doing to this man… BUT they really didn’t know what they were doing to God… and crazier than that – They didn’t know what they were doing to themselves.  Q- What were they doing to themselves by crucifying Christ?  
They were destroying God’s son. They were mutilating their savior, healer, deliverer, and friend. They had no clue to the depth that they were destroying themselves.  In Acts 2, FOR THE 1ST TIME EVER, Peter reveals to a crowd that they killed their Lord & Messiah. Q- How did the crowd respond?  Q- How did Peter respond?
We want you to know 3 things. #1 The prayer of Jesus extends past the crowd to us. He prayed for us and died for us while we were still sinners. #2 You can find the forgiveness Jesus prayed for.. Just like the crowd in Acts 2 found it.  They REPENTED, they were BAPTIZED, they were FILLED with the Holy Spirit. Q- WAIT!  Is that still available to us or was that only available to that crowd? Is there a scripture that tells us?  #3 When someone does you harm you can pray the same prayer Jesus prayed for us. Because although the person might realize that they are hurting you, they don’t realize to the extent they are hurting themselves.  
Internal Q- Our sin crucified Jesus. Everything He went through was for us and for our forgiveness. Do you have that forgiveness?  Have you repented, been baptized, and been filled with the Holy Spirit? Are you not sure? You need to ask us about it tonight.  Do you have someone you need to forgive? Let’s pray forgiveness for ourselves and for those that have hurt us. 
Vision: We want to answer your questions about Forgiveness, Repentance, Baptism, Infilling. You can text our anonymous line 214 856 0550 or ask us in person.   #ListenToTheCross     EASTER 4.4 Good Fri 4.2
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Luke 23:34-37 NIV
Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.

35 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. 36 And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, 37 And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.
Acts 2:36-39 (NIV) “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”

37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”

38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”

Vision: We want to answer your questions  about Forgiveness, Repentance, Baptism, Infilling. You can text our anonymous line 214 856 0550 or ask us in person.   #ListenToTheCross
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