7 Sayings: Dear Woman (3 of 7)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  If you were dying soon who is someone you’d worry about?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
There is something significant about last words. We have been looking at the last words of Christ from the Cross. Q- What are the 2 sayings we have covered so far? [Father forgive them for they know not what they do & Today you will be with me in paradise].
There was a crowd gathered around 3 crosses. In the midst of the crowd was a small group of believers at the foot of the cross. Q- Let’s name these people…  [John 19:25-27]
They loved Jesus and were not there to laugh at his pain like so many others. They were there to see Him one last time, to let Him see them and know He wasn’t completely alone, to mourn and take care of his dead body.  They stood by the cross and were close enough to hear Jesus speak to them.  Q-  Now we have read what Jesus says to them, but for a moment use your imagination. Knowing the situation, what could you imagine Jesus saying to these people who loved Him and believed in Him?
We could imagine Jesus saying a lot of different things. He could have tried to remind them of the Lord’s Prayer or the ‘sermon on the mount’. He could have said truths that would have boggled their minds. You could even imagine Him revealing to the crowd that he was Messiah by some radical miracle…  But no our savior spoke to His mom. 
Q- What do you think it was like to be Mary the mother of Jesus? To raise Him from baby to young man…?

Q- What do you think it was like to be Mary on the day Jesus was crucified?

Q- Wait… Where was Jospeh, Mary’s husband and Jesus earthly father?  [It is believed he died before Jesus’ earthly ministry, although the Bible never comes out and says it.]

In Luke 2 “a devout man, moved by the Holy Spirit” prophesied over the young Christ child. He says amazing things about the child, but then at the end He prophesies to the parents “and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” Q- What do you think about this prophecy compared with Mary’s life as mother to Jesus?   …Can you name some of the sorrows of her life?
Jesus was “a man of sorrows” as Isaiah 53 Prophecy says… Mary was a woman of sorrows. Jesus was born in Bethlehem with no room… only a stable. Her anguish in Herod’s plan to kill the infant. Her trouble, when the family was forced to flee into Egypt, to live among another Nation of people. Her piercing of soul; Her Son now despised and rejected. Her grief, when she saw Him hated, persecuted, and now crucified.

Jesus gives Mary to the care of an unnamed disciple and also gives the unnamed disciple into the care of Mary. He introduces themselves them to each other as Mother and Son. Q- What is going on here? Can anyone tell us who the disciple is?  [John - He wrote the book and never names himself in the story]  

Q- Why do you think Jesus does this? [To make sure Mary is cared for and to honor John with the task.]
History tells us that Mary lived with John the rest of her life. And it’s a sweet story.. BUT Jesus is still the central figure in this story, not Mary, not John. Here Christ severs Himself from His mother’s love.  Notice he calls her “Woman” and not Mother.  The people that loved Jesus the most on earth – He said goodbye to them in order to take on our punishment… the punishment of sin. In every way Jesus forsook the best that earth had to offer. He renounced every tie and embraced the cross.
Internal Q- How does that make you feel? Whenever we talk about the love and sacrifice of Jesus it is natural to feel something in your heart.  That is God drawing you close.  Do you feel that? How will you respond? As we pray we invite you to draw close to God. {Pray and believe God is moving}
Vision: We want to answer your questions about the Cross & Sacrifice of Jesus. You can text our anonymous line 214 856 0550 or ask us in person.   #ListenToTheCross     EASTER 4.20 Good Fri 4.18
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

John 19:25-27 NIV
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman,[b] here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
Luke 2:28-35 NIV

28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss[d] your servant in peace. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31  which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him.
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
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