7 Sayings: Forsaken (1 of 7)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  If you had to have a final conversation with someone, what would you say?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
EDIFICATION:  
There is something significant about last words. We often remember the last thing someone said to us.  These words are usually weighty and meaningful. The greater importance someone had in our lives the more dearly we hold these last words.
There was a crowd gathered around 3 crosses. The Majority of the crowd was there because of the cross in the middle that held Jesus of Nazareth. There were those cheering his punishment and others grieving it – but regardless of their stance on Jesus, they all listened closely to His final words.  Over the next 6 weeks we invite you to listen as well.
Jesus had 7 sayings from the Cross. Q- Can you tell us something Jesus said from the cross?

From the Cross Jesus cries “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” This has always been an interesting scripture that has caused a lot of questions.  Q- Do you have any questions about this scripture? Why do you think Jesus said this? What do you think it means?
Matthew 27:46 tells us that about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Here, Jesus was expressing His feelings of abandonment as God placed the sins of the world on Him – and because of that, God had to “turn away” from Jesus. As Jesus was feeling that weight of sin, He was experiencing a separation from God for the only time in all of eternity. This was also a fulfillment of the prophetic statement in Psalm 22:1.

God says He will never leave us or forsake us… but if He forsook Jesus..?
If Jesus is God then how can He forsake himself?
Internal Q- In what areas of your life are you just getting by? (finances, relationships, job, spiritual life) What is one thing you can do to manage that area better?{Pray-invite God to show us how to manage better} 
Vision:   God wants more for your life than Survival.  Make an honest assessment of where you are just getting by.  What will you do this year to manage that area better?
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
· This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

· We will not argue or debate!  
· We place God's Word as the highest authority.

· We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

· We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  
· When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
  Stay on subject, Keep it short & Keep all comments appropriate.
· We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

· What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
· Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

Matthew 27:45-49 NIV
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”
Psalm 22:1-2 (NIV)
1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, so far from my cries of anguish?  2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, but I find no rest.
Psalm 22:16-18 (NIV)

16 Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me; they pierce my hands and my feet.

17 All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me.

18 They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my garment.
Vision: God wants more for your life than Survival.  Make an honest assessment of where you are just getting by.  What will you do this year to manage that area better?
If you need advice or prayer use our anonymous text number:214 856-0550 
