Village People: The Poor
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a time you had to ask for help..
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
We live in cities and towns, but we are focusing on the community that can only be found in a village. We’ve talked about 3 myths that keep us from community..  Do you remember them? We have also talked about village life and how there is a place for families, singles, and empty nesters. Tonight we focus on the poor within the Village.
Q- Describe a poor person?  [Direct them to also describe the emotional state]
Q- Who takes care of the poor in our society? [Follow up] What part should the church play?
Our National Government does most of the heavy lifting in the area of service to the poor. We read in Scripture that the church took care of those in need. In our culture today we often look at a beggar on the side of the road and say “someone ought to do something.” The 1st century church saw the same man and said “I will do something.”

We are thankful for all our government does for the poor, but let’s not abdicate our job. We are called to care for others in need.  People in need have a place within our village community.

Q- Is it hard to help others in need?  Why?   Q- Why is it hard to give up things in order to help?
Q- Why is it important that we are willing to give to help?
There is so much scripture about giving and helping. We read some tonight. It’s so important that we place our hope in God and not on money. It’s important that our hearts and our religion be pure and faultless as James 1 commands.
Let’s talk about the poor. We are all poor compared to God and He always gives to help us. So in a very real way – We are all poor and in need. Now granted some people are less poor than others in the area of money. It’s important that we see ourselves and others as God sees us. Not as rich and poor… but as poor and some poorer than others. 

Q- If we view ourselves as in need of God’s help, how might that help us? 

It helps us get a view of ourselves. To fight the arrogance that 1 Timothy 6:17 spoke of.  It will also help us get God’s view of others. Whether it is a millionaire or someone living in a cardboard box, they are someone in need of God’s help.  They are poor…. And so are we.
Q- Jesus is our example in all things. But have you ever caught yourself using yourself as “the example?”  Or perhaps you used someone of great success as “the example.” Why do we do that? Is it destructive?
DO NOT see someone in need and try to make them like you.  Because you are poor and in need of God’s help! Remember?! Instead, lead them to your source of help. Likewise, don’t try to be like anyone other than Jesus.
We are all poor, but some are poorer than others.  This applies to much more than money. We are all poorer than others in different ways.  We might be poorer than the wealthy business man, but he might be poorer in grace and love. We are all poor, some are poorer in different ways.
{READING From the book “Simple Spirituality”}

Q- What stands out to you about this story?  [How was Tutella Poor?  How were the church members poor?]
You don’t have to clean up to come into our community. Just come.. We are all poor anyway. We are all fortunate to be called into this community with Christ. The wealthy, the welfare – We are all equally fortunate to be here.

Q- Is it possible that someone’s poorness in an area, for example humility, might help you with your grace poorness? 
                                                                                                                                                                      -How so?
Internal Q- In what area are you poorer? Grace, forgiveness, love, self control… What is it? Is someone like Tutella Dhas welcome in your village? <Pray>  
Vision: We are all poor, some are poorer in different ways. We are all equally fortunate to be here together.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
1 Timothy 6:17 (NIV)
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.
Philippians 4:12-13 (NIV)
12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength.
Acts 2:44-45 (NIV)
44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.
Luke 14:33 (NIV)
those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples.
James 1:27 (NIV)
27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
Simple Spirituality by Christopher L. Heuertz (Pg61-62)
It was Monday afternoon and several of us were on our way to Sonagachi, one of South Asia’s most notorious red-light districts. As we were walking to the subway station, we almost stumbled over an emaciated body lying on the sidewalk. The little person was underneath a dirty blanket covered with must have been a thousand flies. From underneath the blanket and body, a three foot trail of diarrhea ran toward the gutter.
It’s not uncommon to see bodies lining the streets of Kolkata, but even after many years of exposure to such injustice and disregard for humanity, I am still shocked by it.

My pal Josh tapped the body on the shoulder to see if the person was dead. The body moved. Josh pulled down the blanket down from the face that it covered to see a helpless young man, maybe 22 years old and visibly stunned by our approach. As soon as he realized we were there to help him, he began weeping uncontrollably. A crowd gathered. He continued to cry.
We didn’t have much to work with, but our friend Sarah grabbed a bottle of water and some newspaper. She began cleaning the young man, wiping the diarrhea off with the newspaper and rinsing him with water. We asked him his name. Tutella Dhas. He was lost, afraid, alone. His body was a leathery-skinned skeleton and his bulging eyes accentuated the shape of his skull. He kept crying.
We tried to get a taxi, but none would stop. The crowd grew. No one wanted to help. Two more friends happened to be walking down the street just then, and they were able to find a taxi. They took Tutella Dhas with them and headed off to Mother Theresa’s House for the dying. We stood there in disbelief…

I lifted up my head and caught sight of a church and it’s sign less than five feet from where we found the dying Tutella Dhas. The sign read “All are welcome here.”
But was Tutella welcome? (The crowd that had gathered where) people from the church… (they) watched as we helped…

