Village People: The Empty Nest
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Talk about a time you had to make a difficult life transition.
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
We live in cities and towns, but we are focusing on the community that can only be found in a village. As we’ve been re-thinking community we’ve discussed the role of families and singles. We know that God – not our marital status defines our lives. Tonight we are going to talk about Empty Nesters.
Q- What is an empty nester?
An empty nester is a parent whose children have grown up and left home. This is usually a bitter sweet time of seeing your children walk into their own lives. Many empty nesters have a feeling of grief and loneliness as they contemplate what to do with the rest of their life.

Q- What might be difficult about the Empty Nester stage of life?

Q- What might be good about this stage of life?  Any benefits?

Empty nesters just spent the last 18+ years focused on raising children. This is a major focus of family life and when the children move out of the house there is a dramatic shift. This can be difficult, but it can also bring about new opportunities. Husbands and wives can focus on each other. Finances might get easier with fewer mouths to feed. Like we discussed abut singles last week, there may be more time to devout to Christ.

Q- Why should we care for people in other stages of life? Shouldn’t we just hang with our own crowd?

No matter what stage of life you find yourself it is God’s will that you are fruitful!  Jesus in John 15 tells us that if we are connected to Him we should bear fruit. He tells us that none of us can bear fruit by ourselves – We must be connected.  It’s important for empty nesters, or whatever life stage you find yourself, to be connected to Christ and other believers. Caring and connecting with each other is a part of bearing fruit!
Q- How should we care and connect with empty nesters?

The apostle Paul did some amazing things! He started churches all over, he wrote more than half the new testament, he was a witness everywhere he went… One of the most amazing things about him was his determination that we read about in Philippians 3. It would have been natural to rest on the laurels of his success and stop pressing towards greater things. An “I’ve worked hard and now I’m going to rest” attitude.  But what did Paul say?  He said he had NOT obtained success. He said he hadn’t reached his goal and he was still pressing, straining, pushing towards the Prize.  
Empty Nesters have an opportunity to great things in the Kingdom! We urge you, with the rest of us, to keep pressing!  Q- What might an empty nester have toi offer those in a single or family stage?
Titus 2 paints a picture of mature women teaching younger women. Think about it! Empty nesters can relate to singles, because they were at one time single. They can also relate to family life, they have been there and done that too.  They have celebrated successes and suffered battle wounds through. This is such valuable information that is available to you if we will simply enter into a village community mindset.

Timothy, a young minister of the gospel was instructed to find RELIABLE people and entrust them to help him minister…
Internal Q- Ask God this… Am I fruitful in this season of life?  Am I reliable? Invite God to speak to you. <Pray>  
Vision: No matter what stage of life you are in – You matter and it is God’s will that you are fruitful and reliable.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
John 15:1-4 (NIV)

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
Titus 2:3-5 (NIV)
3 Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.
Philippians 3:12-14 (NIV)
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
1 Corinthians 7:17 (Message)

And don't be wishing you were someplace else or with someone else. Where you are right now is God's place for you. Live and obey and love and believe right there. God, not your marital status, defines your life.

2 Timothy 2:1-2 (NIV)
2 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified to teach others.
