Ordinary People: Epaphroditus (5)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a time you played a small part in a big victory. 
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
When the church at Philippi heard about how Paul was imprisoned in Rome, they sent him a gift. 
Q- What would you give someone in prison? Someone that you really cared about… What would you give them?

There gift wasn’t a cake with a file hidden in it... Their gift was a person - Epaphroditus. What they couldn’t do personally because of the distance that separated them from Paul, they did through Epaphroditus. They looked around for someone who could relay the care, love, and understanding that they wanted to give to Paul themselves. They thought Epaphroditus, whose name means “Charming”, was the best choice.
Q- How does Paul describe Epaphroditus?
Paul uses four words to describe him, "brother, companion, fellow-soldier, and messenger." 
Q- What do you think Paul meant by calling him Brother?

Brother literally means to come from the same womb. It emphasizes the commonality they both shared.
Q- How important is finding commonality with others?  

We can’t minister to someone we aren’t on a common level with.  Our pride pretends that we are better than others. We need to kill our pride with humility and be on a common level. You can’t really minister to someone you think you are better than.  Also you can’t be ministered to by someone you think you are better than.  We need to have a common level with people. We need to have a common level here at Connect Group.
Q- How do we achieve a common level with others? {Let’s read Galatians 3:28} {In Christ}
Q- Paul called Epaphroditus “co-worker” and “fellow soldier” What did Paul mean? 
Paul saw equal worth in Epaphroditus. Not boss and worker. Not general and private. He didn’t treat him like a lesser than - but an equal to... as in equal value, equal strength, and equal importance.  
Q- We should treat others like this… We don’t always, do we?  Why
The Apostle Paul then Calls him “messenger” which is better translated in the greek as Apostle.  We don’t know much about Epaphroditus, but we see how Paul loves and honors him. He wrote back to Philippi to tell them how special he was.  We live in a culture where compliments are rare, where people are torn down and never built up.
Epaphroditus got very sick and almost died while with Paul. Paul sends him back – Let’s read Philippians 2:29-30 again. We should honor people that are laying down their lives for Christ and welcome them in with great joy.
Q- Has God ever used you to minister, serve, or help someone else? Tell us about that.

Sometimes we get the wrong picture of ministry – like it’s preaching only. Epaphroditus didn’t preach but he ministered. You might not think you have ever ministered, but you probably have ministered to someone in this room right now.  God is calling all of us into ministry – serving one another.. laying down our life for Christ.
Q- We aren’t fishing for compliments, but have you ever honored someone in ministry/service? Tell us about it.
Every ordinary person who lays down their life for Christ should be honored! 

Internal Q- Am I willing to be like Epaphroditus, to go and minister on behalf of others? Am I treating others like equals? Am I laying down my life for Christ? Am I honoring those that are laying down their life?  <Pray>  
Vision: God used an ordinary guy none of us had heard of to minister to the most known apostle. How can God use you this week?
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!

This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  


When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.

Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!
Philippians 2:25-30 (NIV)
25 But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, co-worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. 26 For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. 27 Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again you may be glad and I may have less anxiety. 29 So then, welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor people like him,30 because he almost died for the work of Christ. He risked his life to make up for the help you yourselves could not give me.
Galatians 3:28 (NIV)
28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
