Money Talks: Debt (2 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:`
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a time you had Buyer’s Remorse
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  Matthew 6:19-21, 24   Psalm 37:21,  Proverbs 22:7, Ecclesiastes 5:5, Romans 13:8, Proverbs 25:28

Money Talks! It says a lot about our heart and priorities. Last week a major key to our discussion was that God gave us the ability to produce wealth (Deut 8:18). Essentially your money, along with your other possessions, isn’t really yours. You aren’t an owner, but a steward or overseer. It all comes from God and he lets us use it. We had an analogy involving lending a car to someone. The owner of the car wants the overseer to use the car properly and honor 100% of the car.  The example for us is that God, the owner, has given us everything we have. We need to find a way to honor God with all that we have.
Q- How can you honor God with ALL of your money?
This doesn’t mean that you give all your money away. That actually wouldn’t honor God because you and your family would go hungry and homeless. God isn’t honored in that! God is honored when we properly use the money he has supplied.
Q- What are some ways we could misuse money, and by that, dishonor God.
Q- Do you agree that Debt is a misuse of money and it can dishonor God?  Why?
Going into debt says - what God has supplied is not enough for my needs. Let’s all say that last sentence together…!    That simply is not true!
Q- The Bible says some strong things about borrowing money. What does it say? [scripture read] 

Q- Everyone can agree that debt is bad… But so many people in our culture continue in debt. Why?
“Like a city whose walls are broken through is a person who lacks self-control.” Lacking self control leaves you defenseless to the enemy. We go into debt because we lack self control. We want that large screen TV. There’s nothing wrong with Large Screen TVs! God is not anti Large Screen TVs. ..But you need to know that going into debt to get that large screen TV is a misuse of God’s money. That misuse of money might cause you to not only lose that large screen TV… but your Car as well.
The Borrower is a slave. The trouble is we don’t realize we are slaves until it’s too late. It’s when that bill comes due and we aren’t really able to pay it that we realize our slavery to the lender.  We should realize it is slavery going into the situation!
Q- Tell us about a time you went into debt and regretted it.

Figure how much debt you have! Make a goal to get out of debt! We will be discussing this next week!
Q- {Internal} God what do you want me to do with Your money? Please help me to honor you with all you’ve given.     {Pray for your group!}
Vision: A situation came up this last week. An unnamed family that is part of one of our Connect Groups found themselves a new job. Unfortunately they were also 2 weeks from their next paycheck with food supply running low.

People from every one of our Connect Groups stepped up with donations of money and food! This is how you honor God with everything you have!  Way to go Connect Groups!

SPECIAL EVENT Money Talks Workshop May 14th at Redemption Church! 9am-12pm   
DON’T MISS THIS!  INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 6:19-21, 24  (OUR MEMORY PASSAGE!)
    19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

   24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

Psalm 37:21
The wicked borrows and does not pay back, but the righteous is gracious and gives.

Proverbs 22:7
The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower becomes the lender’s slave.

Ecclesiastes 5:5
It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. 

Romans 13:8
Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.

Proverbs 25:28
Like a city whose walls are broken through is a person who lacks self-control.

