Money Talks: Budget & Counsel (3 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Are you good at making plans and sticking to them? Yes or no, and WHY?
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  Matthew 6:19-21, 24   Psalm 11:14,
It has been an interesting 2 weeks! We’ve talked about using ALL our money to honor God and how DEBT is a huge problem in our culture. Debt makes us slaves and does not bring honor to God. Thank you for opening up the past 2 weeks as we talk about a subject that most people avoid.

Q- Give us some good advice on staying out of debt.
Good finances don’t just happen. It’s hard work. We need to form a good plan and work that plan daily. We will call this good plan a budget.
Q- How do you form a budget?   Have you ever formed one? Did you keep it? Any Advice?
You have to be KNOWING where your money is GOING. That is what a budget is all about. A really good budget will plan how you will use your income down to the last cent. Forming a budget can be intimidating. Looking at all the numbers, balancing wants and needs, telling yourself no when you really want to say yes. It is so overwhelming that most people stop before they begin. So rather than form a plan to get them out of debt and save for the future, they turn a blind eye and continue down a destructive path.

What about emergencies? You can budget for emergencies! “In this world you will have Troubles” Jesus Promised. You will have Car trouble, House trouble, Health trouble… One of the 1st things you ought to do to debt proof your life is to save up an emergency fund.  Save up $1000 and don’t touch it for anything other than emergencies. Once you touch it… you build the fund back up.  You will need this buffer to keep you out of debt when an emergency happens. 
One of the biggest mistakes we make in the area money is that we avoid talking to people about money. We need wise counsel in our lives, especially about money.  Yet even a lot of really great Christians avoid discussing money.
Q- Why do people avoid discussing money?   
Q- Do you think it’s important for us to have someone to talk to about money? Why?
Money is trickier than ever! You who have ever filed a long form tax return should say AMEN! We should qall have someone to talk with about money. There are professionals out there who can help you, but there is also wise counsel in this room that is yours, if you will just open up and talk. We have some high school and College students, singles and young couples in our Connect Groups… LISTEN UP! Don’t go through money decisions without talking to someone!  We also have some seasoned veterans who have bought and sold houses, started their own businesses, prepared for retirement, and more. LISTEN UP! Make yourself available to others.    
Q- Tell us about a time you made yourself available to receive or to give Godly Counsel.
Look around this room. You have friends here. We have shared things in this room we haven’t shared with others. We are becoming transparent to each other. We have also been trustworthy with what is shared. “What’s said in here stays in here. No Gossip!” 
Please don’t hesitate to seek out wise counsel in the area of money. I believe the help you need is in this room.
Q- {Internal} Are you KNOWING where your money is GOING? Who will ask for help? Are you willing to help others?      {Pray for your group!}
Vision:   SPECIAL EVENT Money Talks Workshop May 14th at Redemption Church! 9am-12pm   
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Matthew 6:19-21, 24  (OUR MEMORY PASSAGE!)
    19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

   24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

Proverbs 11:14
14 Where there is no counsel, the people fall; 
      But in the multitude of counselors there is safety.
