GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a cool gift you received.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  Acts 2:36-39      Romans 6:4-6,     John 11:25-26,
     Romans 8:11
God’s Master Plan is that we should know Jesus in His Death, Burial, and Resurrection. Repentance is Death and Baptism is burial. Today we are discussing the Resurrection.
Q- Describe the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
{The Earthquake, The Angel, The stone rolled away, The Roman soldiers shook with fear…}
Jesus really did rise from the dead, and as amazing as that is, there is so much more! “Just as Christ was raised from the dead… we too may live a new life.” The hope that we too can have a resurrection is a game changer! Not just a spiritual resurrection. Not just a figurative resurrection. No not just an emotional resurrection. A real physical resurrection is promised to us in God’s Master Plan!  
 The promise of our Resurrection is in the Holy Spirit! Let’s read Romans 8:11 again. {Read it} The very same Spirit that raised Christ can dwell in us, and if it does we will rise!
Q- What is the Holy Spirit/Holy Ghost? - {Reveals truth, Empowers, Adoption, Guides, Created the World...} 
The Holy Spirit isn’t a what.  The Holy Spirit is a who. To put it simply, the Holy Spirit is God in Action. This Holy Spirit is what raised Christ from the dead, and if it is in us, we too will have new life.
Peter in Acts 2 tells a crowd that they had messed up as bad as anyone ever could. He told them they had killed Jesus, the only one that could save them. The crowd, face to face with this hopelessness cried out “What shall we do?”
Q- Have you ever been in a hopeless situation and God’s Spirit helped you? If so, how?
Peter’s answer to the hopeless crowd was Repent, be Baptized in Jesus Name, and you will receive the Gift of the Holy Spirit. Peter goes on to say “The promise is for you…” These 5 words were huge for this crowd! Even though they had messed up huge, in rejecting & crucifying Jesus, the promise was still for them. 

The same is true for us! No matter how bad we might mess things up, the promise of the Holy Spirit is for us. We aren’t left out of God’s master plan. We are included!  
Q- Someone tell us about receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit.
We want to answer any questions you may have about the Holy Spirit and God’s salvation plan. It’s ok to have questions, and we’d love to help each other with the answers. We have a simple bible study prepared on the subject of the Holy Spirit and we’d love to share it with you. Let us know if you’re interested.
Q- Most of the time our final question is a silent internal question. On this final question we want you to be transparent… Open and honest.  Here it is… Tell us about an area of your life, that you need the Holy Spirit to come and bring new life.  {Push for transparency. Remind them – What’s said in here STAYS IN HERE}


[PRAY for these needs. Follow the leading of God here. You might break into groups of 3-4  and have them pray together. If you really feel God is present I’d like you to have the people who spoke out stand in the middle of the group and the group prays for them.  If you do this, give a brief explanation of what is going on.]

Vision: This week, go over God’s Master Plan in your mind.  Remind yourself daily of the Death, Burial, and Resurrection. Solidify this Truth in your heart.

Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Acts2:36-39

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 

Romans 6:4-6

4We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

 5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—

John 11:25-26
 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”
Romans 8:11
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of  his Spirit who lives in you.
