MOVE: Service (2 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about a time someone helped you.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  
The Church of Jesus should be ACTIVE and ALIVE! Last week we talked about the importance of Community 
Q- Fill in the blank… More   BLANK   would cause the Church of Jesus Christ to grow.     
There are many appropriate responses to what would cause the church to grow and we listed some great ones here. We read in Acts 6:7 where the Church was exploding in growth. “The Word of God prospered, The number of disciples increased dramatically and a great many (Jewish)priests submitted themselves to the faith.” 

Q- What brought about this growth?
A problem was actually the catalyst for the growth! The disciples where working so hard ministering to the spiritual needs of their community that they overlooked some of the natural needs of the community. There was a racial divide forming between Greek & Hebrew speaking believers. The Greek speaking believers felt like their widows were being discriminated against in the food lines. 

The disciples met together and discussed solutions. They decided that they must do something about the Natural/Physical needs of their community, but at the same time not neglect the Spiritual needs of the community. 
Q- Are both the physical and spiritual needs of a community important? Why?
After the disciples gathered people to serve the physical needs of the community, the spiritual needs were more than met… they were surpassed! They grew at astonishing rates! 
Q- Explain what Jesus was saying in Mark 9:35.
Q- How, is what Jesus said, different from how society today tells us to be #1?
Many Christians treat their faith like a checklist or time card. I attended service, I sang, I even felt a goose bump, I gave in the offering, I remember parts of the sermon, I went to connect group, I mentioned God in conversation once this week.  Surely God will give me a gold star!
There was a lot of “I” in that paragraph. I attended, I sang, I gave… This is taking first place for ourself. Jesus tells us to become a servant and take last place.    
A lot of people drift in and out of churches and small group meetings. Their success can be gauged upon the answer to this question… Are you going for first place, or last place? Must you be served, or will you serve?
We want to see the Body of Christ increase. We want to see this Small Group grow and multiply. We want to see more of God in our lives. More of His Blessing, Power, Peace… Could it be that service is our missing ingredient? Could that be something we’ve overlooked?
Q- {Internal} Will Must I be served, or will I serve others? Am I going for first place or last place?    {Pray for your group!}
Vision:   We have an opportunity for you to serve this Saturday and next at a local Garden. Please help us serve. You can feed a hungry family! If you aren’t able to serve in the Garden DO FIND somewhere to serve!
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Acts 6:1-4
During this time, as the disciples were increasing in numbers by leaps and bounds, hard feelings developed among the Greek-speaking believers—"Hellenists"—toward the Hebrew-speaking believers because their widows were being discriminated against in the daily food lines. So the Twelve called a meeting of the disciples. 

They said, "It wouldn't be right for us to abandon our responsibilities for preaching and teaching the Word of God to help with the care of the poor. So, friends, choose seven men from among you whom everyone trusts, men full of the Holy Spirit and good sense, and we'll assign them this task. Meanwhile, we'll stick to our assigned tasks of prayer and speaking God's Word."
Mark 9:35

35He sat down and summoned the Twelve. "So you want first place? Then take the last place. Be the servant of all."

John 13:12-14

Then he said, "Do you understand what I have done to you? You address me as 'Teacher' and 'Master,' and rightly so. That is what I am. So if I, the Master and Teacher, washed your feet, you must now wash each other's feet.
Acts 6:7
7The Word of God prospered. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased dramatically. Not least, a great many (Jewish)priests submitted themselves to the faith.

