MOVE: Sacrifice (4 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us 1 thing you aren’t good at doing…
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  Acts 11:19, 26-30,  2 Corinthians 5:20
The Church of Jesus IS ACTIVE and ALIVE! It’s a place of community, service, and evangelism, which we have discussed the Last 3 weeks. Our Connect Groups have been stepping up huge. We have been spending time together, serving others in the community, and sharing what we know to be true about God. Let that continue in us far after the move series finishes this evening. - Tonight we discuss Sacrifice.
Q- What is sacrifice?
Q- What are some ways the Church of Acts sacrificed? 
They sold the land they owned and gave it to the church, so the rest of the world could hear about Jesus. Selling land is the equivalent to emptying your savings and retirement.  Many were disowned by their families for choosing Christ. They walked away from inheritance to choose Jesus! These are huge sacrifices, but it only scratches the surface of the level of their sacrifice. They suffered persecution. Every kind of persecution you can think of… discrimination, unlawfully imprisoned, physically attacked, tortured, killed, and forced into hiding. 

Q- What do you say about people that would go to these depths of sacrifice?
Q- Do you feel challenged by their sacrifice? Explain why..
When we look into the lives of these 1st century believers it can be a challenge. Perhaps your life doesn’t mirror their lives. It can lead you to ask the question “What’s wrong with me?” That’s not always a bad question?  HOWEVER, that’s not what it’s about. It’s not about measuring up to other people. It’s not about us matching or even out doing their sacrifice. Thankfully, it’s not about measuring up to the stature of Christ, because we all fall short.
The real challenge is… Philippians 1:27 – “Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.” Those early believers didn’t try to out give each other, they were simply trying to live a life that was worthy of the Gospel of Christ.

Q- What do you think it means to live a life worthy of the Gospel of Christ?

The city of Antioch was entirely 2nd generation Christians, meaning none of them experienced Jesus when he was on earth. They heard the gospel 2nd hand without an eyewitness account. Think how easy it could have been for them to receive the gospel with less enthusiasm than those in Jerusalem who actually saw Christ heal people and rise from the dead! But not Antioch! They moved the cause of Christ forward. In fact the world tried to come up with a way to describe the radical movement that swept over Antioch. They coined the perfect word to describe them. Christian, which means LIKE CHRIST was first used to describe the believers in Antioch! 

Antioch sacrificed with great faith. We read tonight that Agabus prophecied a famine would come. “The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea.” They took up an offering BEFORE the disaster! That’s amazing. It is often difficult to take up an offering AFTER a disaster…
Q- {Internal} Am I living a life worthy of the Gospel? Am I helping as much as I’m able? {Pray} 
Vision:   The persecution we talked about still happens today. We are isolated from much of it, but it still happens. Check out PERSECUTION.COM to learn more.

Receive the challenge to live a life worthy of the Gospel. Be a LIVING SACRIFICE.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Acts 11:19, 26-30
19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word…
The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 

 27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders…

Philippians 1:27

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.

