MOVE: Community (1 of 4)
GOALS & GUIDELINES:
ICEBREAKER:  Tell us about the first time you ever went to church.
AGREEMENT PRAYER
PRAISE 
EDIFICATION:  
The church is born in Acts Chapter 2! 120 believers gathered together when the Holy Ghost shows up like a “Mighty Rushing Wind.” The church’s birth was powerful, spiritual, and miraculous. It was also contagious! In one day what started with 120 believers, turned into over 3000 believers. That is explosive!
Where do you go from this point? What do you do next? You just saw and experienced something the entire world had never seen or experienced! Had this happened today’s culture, the disciples would have each written a book to explain the strategies and philosophies behind the success. They would have needed to go on a book tour of course. They’d have a press conference and built a nice website up. They’d try to market their success into bigger success…  It would be all a buzz, but after a while become a footnote in history.

Q- Those believers didn’t respond like that… How did they respond? {Acts 2:44-47}
Q- List some differences between how they responded and how the church world acts today?
The life of a Christian should be a life full of Action!  What we see in Acts 2 is an Action towards Community! They started to do life together… not just once or twice a week, but daily!  They opened up their homes, they opened up their hearts, they sold what they had and gave to those in need.  And get this… it wasn’t just a few… it was everybody… more than 3000 acting as a Community!  Imagine for a moment what that would do to a city? They won that city to Jesus, and it spread throughout the world!
Q- What happened in the Upper room spilled out into the streets. From there, it spread everywhere. How can we be like that? How can we share community like the early church?
We are called into Community, not a secret Society! The church is to be visible, like a shining city set on a hill.   
Q- Have you ever tried to hide your Christianity? Tell us about it. 

In Acts 26 Paul is being tried for the crime of preaching the Gospel. Festus shouts that Paul is insane. Paul speaks directly to the King in the middle of the court room “none of this (Gospel) has escaped King Agrippa’s notice… because it was not done in a corner.”  
Jesus was & it was NOT a secret. He did miracles out in the open! He died on a cross that was lifted up for all to see. He rose from the dead and revealed himself. His church didn’t hide in a back room; His church went into all the world proclaiming the Gospel! 
The importance of Community is NOT just helping each other; it is also making the body of Christ visible to a hurting world! They will know we’re His disciples when they see our love for each other… When they see us living out true community.
Q- {Internal} Will you step up into this community? How? What needs to change?    {Pray for your group!}
Vision:   We have a lot of goals for this discussion series, but the #1 goal is that we grow in community like the early church. We have made opportunities for us to hang out, do life together, and also help a hurting world. We have Volleyball this Sunday, A Catfish fry next Friday, and 2 Saturdays where you can help feed the hungry. It would be awesome if we did this, but even more awesome if we did this together.    -    This week make plans to be involved.
Goals and Guidelines

1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
       This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Stay on subject
Keep it short
Keep all comments appropriate.

We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What is said in here stays in here. No gossip!
Last but not least…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
Acts 2:44-47
All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
John 13:35
“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
Acts 26:25-29
At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense. “You are out of your mind, Paul!” he shouted. “Your great learning is driving you insane.” 

 25 “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied. 

 “What I am saying is true and reasonable. 26 The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know you do.” 

 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?” 

 29 Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.” 
