Gospel of Love - Philia(3 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  If you could adopt any person in the world as your brother or sister…
· AGREEMENT PRAYER

· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Welcome to week 3 of the Gospel of Love series.  We’ve talked about the Hebrew word for love - Ahab. This kind of love is broad. Last week we talked about the Greek word EROS. Eros is all about feeling, both physical and emotional. Eros is very situational and conditional. Tonight we will continue our talk with Greek word Philia.
We recognize the word Philia and its meaning from the name of a famous American city…  Philadelphia – The city  of brotherly love. It is the love of friendship, but it is not limited to people you know.  As we discussed two weeks ago when we were talking about Ahab, you can be friendly toward anyone.
Q- Our culture has 1 word for love – What are some ways that could get confusing?

A guy approaches a girl and says “I love you. I want us to be together.”  That’s some Eros love going on.  The girl responds “I love you too. I want us to be friends.” That is Philia love.

Q- What is good about friendship?
Q- Can anyone share a time where they really needed a friend? 
Q-  Have you ever had a friendship that went sour? WITHOUT NAMING NAMES tell us how it felt?
Philia love can be great.  We’ve all had wonderful friendships in our life that have brought us joy and happiness. Philia however has a down fall. Philia is captive to the sifting sands of situation as well as perception and expectation. 
Q- Think back to that friendship that went sour.  What changed?  Was it situation, perception or expectation?  

Q- What makes a good friend?

Friendship is important!  You should have friends and you should be someone’s friend.  Jesus calls us friend and has Philia towards us in John 15. He no longer calls us servants but friends. Friendship love is great, however, friendship love breaks down when someone stops acting like a friend. It is a natural human response that if someone does something nasty to you, that you in turn want to do something nasty to them.  This is where Philia can end up.
Remember that God’s Love is broad.  Eros love (from last week) is narrow and very conditional. We see this week that Philia love is also very narrow and completely situational. Next week we will be looking more at that perfect love of God.  As for now let’s ask an important question… 
Q- Does our love for others affect our relationship with God?  How?  [1 John 4:20-21]
Loving God includes loving people. It’s very important we understand this. Now we know, not all people are easy to love all the time.  Situations, expectations, and perceptions can change.  But still the scripture is plain – if we are to love God we are to love people… even hard to love people. In order to do this we will have to broaden our love.
Internal Q- What are some steps I need to take to broaden my love to others? Is there someone around me that needs my friendship? {Prayer}
Vision: Be a better friend this week.  Ask God to direct you to someone that needs a friend
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

1 John 4:20-21 (Message) If anyone boasts, "I love God," and goes right on hating his brother or sister, thinking nothing of it, he is a liar. If he won't love the person he can see, how can he love the God he can't see? The command we have from Christ is blunt: Loving God includes loving people. You've got to love both.
John 15:14-15 (NIV) 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.
1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart.
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.

