Gospel of Love - Ahab(1 of 4)
· GOALS & GUIDELINES:

· ICEBREAKER:  Last “romantic LOVE film” movie you remember seeing?
· AGREEMENT PRAYER
· PRAISE
· EDIFICATION: 
Read Scripture  
Sometimes words get lost in translation.  The bible is made up of the OLD and NEW testaments.  The Old Testament is written in Hebrew and the New Testament in Greek. The Hebrew culture was vastly different from the Greek culture. Hebrews had 1 God, Greeks had many gods. Hebrews focused on the nature of God, Greeks focused on the nature of man. The Hebrews mainly use 1 word to describe LOVE… the Greeks had 4 words for different levels of love.  There is a large difference between the 2 philosophies and their use of LOVE.  
This is hugely important because we understand God IS Love…

The western world draws most of its philosophy about love from the Greek culture. So when we talk about the Greek culture it gives insight into our own culture.  Let’s talk about our world culture…

Q- How does the world portray LOVE?
Q- Do you think this portrayal of Love is what God intends?

Q- Quickly try to define love for us….     …Where does love come from?

The Hebrew word for love is AHAB and it appears around 250 times in the Old Testament. It simply means to have affection for… In the coming weeks we are going to learn that the Greek words for love are narrow in meaning, but here let us point out the broadness of the word AHAB. This word is used when referring to… (Check list on Scripture Read)
Q- Anyone have something to say about this list? 

These are very different relationships and obviously how AHAB, love, is lived out, differs from each relationship.  Let’s compare Parent to Child and Servant and Master. God wants both these relationships to show Love.  As we live them out, they would naturally look and feel different, but regardless of the differences – We Can Show Love! 

Q- Besides Satan… Who wouldn’t fit on this Ahab list?
Q- Seeing the broadness of Ahab… Are we selective with our love…?  …Why?  Let’s talk about it…
Our culture paints the picture of Sex whenever the word love is used. If our understanding of love is a sexual relationship it becomes a disaster very quickly. That would mean we could only love those we were having a sex relationship with.  This is limiting and narrow. Some people only love family members… or only love people that they agree with… or only certain races and skin colors… or only love people who don’t hold them accountable…  Biblical Love is broad, not narrow.  Aren’t you glad God’s love is broad!
What if God only loved people that agreed with Him?  No way!  God’s love is broad! He loves this entire world.

We all have “THAT PERSON” who gets under our skin like no one else.  They walk in the room and we think the worst. Our blood pressure rises and we clinch our teeth. We don’t have Ahab for this person…
I believe God wants to redefine our love in this series, but also, He wants to enlarge our LOVE.  If you have been narrow or limited in who you show love to, then you need to get ahold of AHAB.  Let God take the limits off your love.
Internal Q-  Who specifically do you need to show a larger love for this week? How will you do it? {Prayer}
Vision: Have you been born of God?  Do you know God? Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.   Love others this week.  Show LARGER LOVE.
1. Grow in relationship with each other

2. Grow in relationship with God

3. Grow in number and multiply
 First…  We will invite others to our Connect Group!
This is a non-denominational meeting where everyone's thoughts, ideas, and opinions
are to be respected. Everyone is welcome and we encourage all to share their feelings.

We will not argue or debate!  

We place God's Word as the highest authority.

We all share equally in the ownership of this Connect Group, therefore we will all participate
in hosting meetings from house to house on a weekly basis.

We will be committed to attendance and arriving on time.  

When sharing, we follow 3 simple rules...
Keep all comments appropriate.
Keep it short.

Stay on subject.


We will build confidence and trust with each other and become transparent.

What we share here stays here. No gossip!  But what God shares with us here…
We will share with the world!

1 John 4:7-8 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 8 Love never fails.

AHAB - 1. Parent to child (Gen. 22:2; 25:28; 37:3; 44:20; Prov. 13:24; 2 Sam. 13:21)
2. Opposite sex for one another (Gen. 24:67; 29:18, 30; 29:32; 34:3; Judges 14:16..)
3. Mother-in-law to daughter-in-law (Ruth 4:15)

4. Between neighbors (Lev. 19:18, 34)

5. Friends (1 Sam. 16:21; Job 17:1; 2 Sam. 19:7)

6. Servant and master (Ex. 21:5; Deut. 15:16)

7. People and military leader (1 Sam. 18:16, 22)

8. Teacher and student (Prov. 9:8)

9. Strangers (Lev. 19:34; Deut. 10:18, 19)

10. Yahweh and Israel (Deut. 10:12; 11:13, 22; 19:9; 30:6; Josh. 22:5; 23:11; Jer. 2:2)

